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3.19.1.2 Transportation Corridor—Existing Sound 
For the purpose of describing existing sound levels, facilities in the transportation corridor are 
grouped and summarized according to location and use as described below. 
Mine Site to Eagle Bay Ferry Terminal—As with the mine site, most of the mine access road 
would be in a remote area with no development. No ambient sound data were collected in the 
vicinity of the mine access road to Eagle Bay. Existing land use in the vicinity of the mine access 
road to Eagle Bay corresponds with the “wilderness ambient” classification in Table 3.19-1, with 
a baseline sound level of 35 dBA Ldn. 
South Ferry Terminal—The vicinity of this Iliamna Lake shoreline area is undeveloped and is 
compatible with the “wilderness ambient” classification in Table 3.19-1, with a baseline sound 
level of 35 dBA Ldn. The ferry terminal and natural gas pipeline corridor would be 2 miles from the 
Gibraltar River outlet into Iliamna Lake. This area may be exposed to seasonal transportation 
noise sources such as small boat traffic for sport fishing during the summer, and possibly 
snowmachines during winter. No such motorized boats or vehicles would be expected during the 
shoulder seasons of freeze-up and break-up in the vicinity. These occasional or sporadic noise 
sources are conservatively ignored in assuming the “wilderness ambient” existing sound level. 
Kokhanok Spur Road—Most of this spur road route is undeveloped and is compatible with the 
“wilderness ambient” classification in Table 3.19-1, with a baseline sound level of 35 dBA Ldn. 
Baseline sound level measurements were not collected in this vicinity. At the northern terminus 
of the spur road are an airstrip and the community of Kokhanok. Kokhanok is a census-designated 
place with a population of 140 residents (USCB 2018c), which could be considered “wilderness 
ambient” (Table 3.19-1). Not counting noise from occasional aircraft taking off and landing from 
the existing airstrip (an active public airport with Federal Aviation Administration [FAA] identifier 
“9K2”), the indicated level of 35 dBA Ldn would be conservative. 
Port Access Road—The port access road would traverse an undeveloped area between Iliamna 
Lake and Cook Inlet at Amakdedori port and is compatible with the outdoor ambient sound level 
for the “wilderness ambient” classification in Table 3.19-1, with a baseline sound level of 35 dBA 
Ldn. No ambient sound data have been collected. 

3.19.1.3 Amakdedori Port—Existing Sound 
Baseline sound levels have not been measured at the Amakdedori port site. The vicinity of 
Amakdedori port is undeveloped and is compatible with outdoor ambient sound levels consistent 
with the “wilderness ambient” classification in Table 3.19-1, and baseline sound level of 35 dBA 
Ldn. 

3.19.1.4 Natural Gas Pipeline Corridor—Existing Sound 
For the purpose of describing existing sound levels, features along the natural gas pipeline 
corridor are grouped and summarized according to location, as described below. 
Compressor Station near Anchor Point—The compressor station would be common to all 
alternatives. It is about 5 miles north of the town of Anchor Point and the 2-mile analysis distance 
from the compressor station partially includes the census-designated place, Anchor Point (USCB 
2018a). The compressor station site is approximately 0.25 mile southeast of the Sterling Highway 
(Alaska Highway 1) near its intersection with Bourbon Avenue, where the pipeline would make 
landfall on the eastern side of Cook Inlet. Baseline sound levels were not measured in this vicinity. 
Using a Federal Transit Administration (FTA)-based estimation method that uses population 
density (21.2 people per square mile, based on US Census data) (USCB 2018a) as input, the 
baseline outdoor ambient sound level could be calculated as 35 dBA Ldn, a value comparable to 
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3.19.2 Alternative 1 

3.19.2.1 Mine Site—Existing Sound 
The mine site existing sound would be the same as for Alternative 1a. 

3.19.2.2 Transportation Corridor—Existing Sound 
For the purpose of describing existing sound levels, facilities in the transportation corridor are 
grouped and summarized according to location and use as described below. 
Mine Access Road to North Ferry Terminal—The mine access road would be in a remote area 
with no development. No ambient sound data were collected in the vicinity of the mine access 
road. Existing sound levels correspond with the “wilderness ambient” classification in 
Table 3.19-1, with a baseline sound level of 35 dBA Ldn. 
Iliamna Spur Road—As with the mine access road, the spur road would be in a remote area with 
very little development. Aside from its southern terminus near Iliamna Airport, no ambient sound 
data were collected in the vicinity of the spur road; existing sound levels correspond with the 
“wilderness ambient” classification in Table 3.19-1, with a baseline sound level of 35 dBA Ldn. 
Existing outdoor sound levels were measured at position “M2,” about 2 miles north of Iliamna 
Airport, as reported in Michael Minor & Associates (2010a) (Table 3.19-3). Baseline Ldn values 
were calculated for the communities of Iliamna and Newhalen using measured Leq data collected 
during daytime, evening, and nighttime periods at M2, as well as additional baseline field survey 
positions representing a variety of land uses (residential areas, a school, and a medical clinic). 
Kokhanok Spur Road—Baseline sound would be the same as for Alternative 1a. 
North Ferry Terminal—This area, in the vicinity of the Iliamna Lake shoreline, is undeveloped 
and compatible with the “wilderness ambient” classification in Table 3.19-1, with a baseline sound 
level of 35 dBA Ldn. Baseline sound level measurements were not conducted in this vicinity. The 
north ferry terminal and natural gas pipeline corridor would be within 1 mile of the Upper Talarik 
Creek outlet into Iliamna Lake. This area may be exposed to seasonal transportation noise 
sources, such as small boat traffic for sport fishing during the summer, and possibly 
snowmachines during winter. No motorized boats or vehicles would be expected in the area 
during the shoulder seasons of freeze-up and break-up. These occasional or sporadic noise 
sources are conservatively ignored in assuming the “wilderness ambient” existing sound level. 

3.19.2.3 Amakdedori Port—Existing Sound 
Baseline sound would be the same as for Alternative 1a. 

3.19.2.4 Natural Gas Pipeline Corridor—Existing Sound 
Compressor Station near Anchor Point—Baseline sound at the compressor station at Anchor 
Point would be the same as for Alternative 1a. 
Mine Site to Amakdedori Port—This section of the pipeline corridor parallels the mine access 
road, north and south ferry terminals, port access road, and Amakdedori port site. This portion of 
the corridor shares the same area and existing outdoor ambient sound environment with these 
project components and is compatible with the “wilderness ambient” classification in Table 3.19-1, 
with a baseline sound level of 35 dBA Ldn. 
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