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P-ROGEEDI-NGS
MR. CHARLES EDI SON MCKEE: My nanme is

Charl es Edi son McKee. And ny testinony to the Corps of
Engi neers in reference to the Pebble Mne is if there is
an opportunity to purchase, if approved, their mne from
themto prevent themfromextraction of the resources that
they wish to draw out of the ground, | would |like the
opportunity to see what the offer would -- the settl enent
to pay the purchase price would be before they actually
mne it, the reason being is the experience that Al aska
had i n Prudhoe Bay is when the | eases were sold for 900
mllion, the legislature accepted only gold bullion in
payment .

And upon recei pt and delivered to the bank account
Ll oyds of London and the flight tine it took to get there,
they lost two-thirds' value of the gold bullion because
they were -- the big boys were mad that we woul d accept a
Federal Reserve debt instrunent and whi ch cannot pay a
claim So they dunped the gold they had on hand on the
open nar ket and dropped the value of the gold that we
accepted in paynent for the | eases on Prudhoe Bay.

And that oil was not just oil; it was gas and it was
dirty gas. |It's got peptide ingredients, one of which is
sul fur. Sulfur is used to nmake stainless steel, the

I ngredi ent needed for stainless steel production. So if
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you are a hog farner, the adage is you nake noney off of
everything but the squeal. WIlIl, in this case with the
Prudhoe Bay di scovery, you are naki ng noney out of even
t he squeal, vapor recovery. And they weren't being taxed
for that. It was the vapor that peeled off the crude oil.
And they made a whole lot of credit off of that and didn't
pay any taxes for it.

In fact, they installed a vapor recovery down in
Val dez at the tail end of the pipeline to separate, to
pull it off and put it on the tanker. It went out with
t he sanme tankers, but that's how it was nonetized. Wth
t he Prudhoe Bay, they are going to do the sane thing. |If

t he paychecks are paid out, revenue is going to be paid

out in Federal Reserve debt instrunent. It does not pay a
claim It has no value. |It's not backed by gold or
silver. 1t's backed by good faith and credit of the

Federal Reserve. They don't have anything on it or init.

In fact, they just have a printing agreement wth the
federal governnment to charge us a user fee, a rental fee,
but we don't have anything to -- any control over it.

So the whole idea of mning this resource in Prudhoe
Bay and danmagi ng the fishery that exists there today, you
are being subject to nanipulation of the financial market,
the corporation, be it the individual corporation or the

banki ng financial system
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And so | suggest that you | ook at your -- your
I ndi vidual nmaster file, your Social Security account and
your association with your corporation and pull yourself
fromthe corporate beneficiary status and regain your --
your whol e person title.

And so I, in ny testinony, aminterested in
purchasing the mning interest of this deposit they are
tal ki ng about extracting and with ny line of credit |I have
establi shed. And supporting that would al so be ny
copyright ownership of TXU 545.416, 1992. And you could
al so take a | ook at that on ny website, ww. new --
new pi.com And that's ny website. And what you wll see
Is the rendition -- nmy math and then the rendition of
NASA's artistic rendition of the universe being created
fromthe Big Bang or |let be there be |ight occurrence in
t he uni verse that we now are projected into in physical
form

So wwth that, | would Iike to hear fromthe Corps of
Engi neers and their relationship to United States
Corporate 8 USC 1101(a)(22)a. And that's part of the
witten docunentation |I'mleaving, two pages. One is
titled Applicable Laws and Definitions. The other one is
a personal rejection of nme giving credibility to a fiction
or a legal fiction as a real |iving nan.

Thank you.
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MR. DANIEL J. M CHELS: Dan M chel s.

own Crystal Creek Lodge near King Sal non, Al aska, been a
guide in the Bristol Bay area since 1988 and have fl own
the entire Bristol Bay area fromthe KuskokwimRi ver to
the end of the Al aska Peninsula, fromthe western capes to
the eastern reaches of Lake Clark National Park. Very
experienced in knowi ng the subsistence cultures and al so
the commercial fishing cultures.

|'"'mhere to speak against this mne. | feel it is a
catastrophe waiting to happen. | just observed the Pebbl e
pl an by video, and while it's their best effort to date,
everything |I've seen fromthis organization is constantly
shifting, constantly deceitful, and basically a variation
of spin.

And ny awareness of this goes back 12 years of them
attenpting to | obby ne and w tnessing various stages of
t heir devel opnent. And what they have here | ooks very
good, but yet what is at stake here is one of the world's
great ecosystens. And wld salnon is at the foundati on of
it. W already have in place a $1.5 billion annual
i ndustry that supports what | do, as well as other qguides,
commerci al fishernen, and supports thousands of persons
who use the Bristol Bay region as a basis for subsistence.

There is nunerous points of science, of how heavy

mnerals are toxic to salnonids. Every mne that's ever
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been put into production anywhere in the world has
environnental issues. And this is such a sensitive place
wth its water, its tectonic activity, its tenperature
variations, it's a disaster waiting to happen.

This is public land, and I'm here to speak on behal f
of public interests. This is -- and what we are dealing
wth is a special interest |ooking to dom nate public I and
for the profit of foreign corporations and foreign penny
stock investors. | beseech those reviewing this to
consider that it is not in the public best interest. And
pl ease allow this worl d-cl ass ecosystemthat is a treasure
of the United States and a treasure of Al aska and a
treasure of the world not to be put upon by this m ne.

MR RICKY DAVID DELKITTIE, SR : M nanme's

Rick Delkittie, Sr. I'"ma tribal nmenber from Nondalton
And | lived there all ny life. | |live a subsistence
lifestyle, along with getting food from Carrs and Cost co.

|'d like to point out sone of the -- sonme stuff out
there that we are aware of that's in our area. W are on
the RRng of Fire, and we also are on a fault |ine.
remenber 1964, March 27th. W are 170 miles fromthe
epi center. That earthquake broke over six feet of ice.
The ground was noving |ike waves.

W have a | ot of water over there, wetlands. And we

all understand that everything living over there needs to
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have fresh water to survive. M people have been over
there for over 10,000 years. Sal non has been com ng over
there for that long, too, along with all the other fish.
Sone of the inpacts that | saw when Com nco was over
t here over 30 years ago drilling test holes, and they had
just let that nud go on the tundra. R ght today you go to
one of their drill sites over there, and that tundra still

hasn't come back. The vegetation is dornmant or just died.

It's not -- there is nothing there. You could very
distinctly tell where the spill occurred fromthe dril
Site.

There is seismc activity in that area with dynamte.
l"'ma hunter, and | have to follow rules when | kill fish,
birds and aninmals. Wen they were doing their seismc
work with dynamte, they were killing ground squirrels,
parka squirrels, all the birds that nest in them bushes.
| don't think they had a permt for that.

| have sone experience with dynamte. There has been
a project that took place in the '80s up the Tazi m na
Ri ver across from Nondalton. There was a hydroel ectric
plant. There is an 80-foot waterfall up there, and they
drilled a hole on one side of the waterfall, and they nade
a hole in that solid rock down and then back out and then
back into the river. And they used dynamte.

We have | odges right adjacent to our village, and the
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owner's son told ne no nore salnon is going up there where
they used to go. There is a pool below the waterfall. No
nore ki ng sal non, no nore sockeye sal non go over there for
the | ast over 20 years, ever since -- ever since they used
that dynamite and it got into the watershed.

These are sone of the things | believe that the Arny
Corps should look into and really find out the inpacts it
have on watershed. The dynamte use they had done in the
Frying Pan area has the sane inpact as the Tazi mna River
proj ect .

The inpact that this project have on ne personally,
they took ny trapping ground away. | no | onger can go and
trap for fur over toward the Frying Pan area.

The Arny Corps, the EPA and all of the other
organi zations that work under the federal governnent, they
all have mi ssion statenents. | believe that they need to
revisit their mssion statenent every now and again to
make sure that they are follow ng the guidelines that they
are charged to do. A part of Arny Corps' mssion is to
protect and naintain the navigable capacity of the
nation's waters. This is really inportant. There is only
t hree percent water on this earth.

| have seen creeks and streans go away over there in
the Lake Cl ark and Nondalton area. So the water is going

away. We see it firsthand. |It's been there for all our
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lives. And now we travel around with four-wheeler up in
t he nountains, and we notice creeks are not flow ng
anynore.

After all the organi zations ook at all this
i nformati on about this proposal, | would |like themto have
no action alternative. The people of Al aska al ready spoke
on this fromevery voting district. And the majority is
against this proposal. And it's the Bristol Bay Forever
initiative.

So | would really like everybody involved to | ook at
this really close. W already have big industry over
there that's working quite well. Are they going to take
t hat away? Because that's a |ot of noney, not only for
t he people that work for it. They have to pay federal
taxes and State taxes. Are they going to cut off that arm
that's giving them noney and accept mning that they don't
get any noney fronf

No action alternative. Thank you.

Two nore things. | would |like to add nore
Information. | have two books here, Were Water is Gold
by Carl Johnson, and the other book is fromthe
Hi nterlands to Ti dewater by John Branson.

MR. ROB ROSENFELD: So you are submtting
those for the record, is that right, R ck?

MR. RI CKY DAVI D DELKI TTIE, SR : Uh-huh.
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MR, GERALD PROTZMAN:  Well, ny nanme is

CGerald Protzman. | was born in Seward, Al aska. |'m 69.
My dad was born across the street fromne. And his dad
was born in British Colunbia on their way to Al aska.

In the early '70s -- well, when | was 15 | started
working in Prince WIliam Sound, and in the early ' 70s
t hey were discussing the tankers com ng into Val dez and
different alternatives for it. And there was a city
nmeeting in Wiittier, and | attended. And ny concern was
I's Valdez was so far into Prince WIIliam Sound that
sonetinme there would be an accident, you know It -- and
whi ch, actually, it turned out there was. And one of the
reasons it was so much on ny mnd is | personally had an
accident. At Point Freemantle we hit an unchartered rock,
which is right across the channel from Bligh Reef.

And Bristol Bay is, |ike, the nost fanobus sal non in
the world, nmaybe. And |I've always known people from
t here, even though |I've never worked there. And | just
think that the chance of ruining that woul d be
devastating. | nean, everybody in Al aska knows sonebody

that fishes or has famly that fishes in Bristol Bay. And

copper and gold are a mneral that wll always be there
and wi Il always bel ong to Al aska.
50 years from now maybe the technology wll be better

and naybe sone Al askan conpany or Anerican conmpany can
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mne it. And so | don't understand why there woul d be
such a rush to get it out of the ground now. | nean,
our -- our relatives are also going to need jobs, you
know, 100 years from now.

And anot her concern | have is, like, who is going to
be responsi ble for a cleanup 50 or 100 years from now?
And | don't think it's going to be a foreign conpany
that's not here no nore.

In Prince WIIliam Sound when the oil spill happened
there -- and actually I worked on the oil spill. And the
sal non did okay. They came back. But the sal non spawn up
in the rivers. Prior to that, herring was a big -- a
really big thing in Prince WIliam Sound. | renenber
working to a couple years on the off-loading of it. |
nmean, it would be hundreds of tons of herring every year.
The herring never did cone back because they spawn in the
ocean. And | think that is the difference with this is
because where the mne is going to be is going to be where
t he sal nron spawn, not the herring. So | think the sal non
woul d be at ri sk.

| guess that's all | have.

MR. JASON BRUNE: For the record, ny nane
Is Jason Brune. | amtestifying today in conplete support
of this project. | believe that all projects in the

United States and specifically Al aska need to be afforded
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the opportunity to have due process for their projects,
and the Anerican public obviously needs to have the
confidence that projects will be evaluated fairly and our
i nvestment clinate requires that to encourage responsible
resource devel opnent in Al aska.

| believe that this project has done a significant
anount of due diligence and work, spendi ng hundreds of
mllions of dollars on environnental studies to understand
the fish, the wildlife, the hydrol ogy, the other
environnental factors. And the conpani es have done a | ot
of work to incorporate that data into naking sure that the
project that is being proposed will be able to coexi st
wth the salnon fishery and with the ot her subsistence
users.

| think that the significant anount of jobs that w !l
be created by this project will be incredibly beneficial
for our state, and | don't think that it's a choice of one
resource over the other. | absolutely want to reiterate
that it is coexisting and that it can be done
concurrently.

| would like to reiterate that sentinent by saying
t hat Al askans, Americans have a choi ce where they devel op
their natural resources. |In areas |like Al aska where we
have an environnental ethic that is second to none, we

have proven that, with projects fromthe Trans- Al aska
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Pi peline systemto other mning projects, that we wl|
ensure that the environnent is taken care of while this

m ne goes forward. We can choose to do that here or we
can say no to projects like this and force that

devel opnent to Third World jurisdictions where they don't
have the environnental ethic that we have, where they
don't have the concern for health of child | abor |aws, for
benefits for the people that are working.

There is no question that we should think globally
and develop locally in this case and choose to nake those
devel opnent opportunities in Al aska where we will care for
t he environnent and provide jobs for our residents.

Wth that, that's all | have. And thanks for the
opportunity to testify. | very nuch support this project.

MR, GEORGE EDWARDSON: My nane is CGeorge

Edwardson. |'mfrom Barrow, Al aska. Ceol ogist, m ning
and petroleumtechnician. 1've got three coll ege degrees
on the subject. And all these -- these past 20 years |
have been, you know, protecting our Arctic Ocean from
contam nati ons, whether it be frommning or fromoil and
gas or people pollution. And | have been with the tribe
for over 25 years, Inupiat Community of the Arctic Sl ope.
But I'mhere to speak as nyself. Ckay.

And being a geol ogist, | understand what |'ve | earned

t hrough these years of politicking is when you go to Poi nt
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Barrow 11 m |l es east, northeast of the town and go
straight out 200 mles, and then you go west to 168 mles
past Wangell Island and go straight out 200 mles, it
turns out this whole water in between is a nursery for the
last third of the world's fish.

And the reason why | say the last third, there was an
I nternational gathering in Seward in the end of the ' 70s
that was called the Bering Sea Synthesis. 13 nations in
the Arctic. And they -- they explained this is the | ast
third of the world's fish. And Pebble Mne is part of
that fish that goes in the Arctic. Salnon fingerlings,
when they get into the ocean, ride the currents that go
fromthe Pacific Ocean to the Arctic Ccean. And once they
mature, they swmback to the rivers to lay their eggs
again. This is a cycle, the last third of the world's
fish tank.

And | | earned, you know, the first third that
di sappeared was the Pacific Ocean. Those peopl e
overharvested and ate all the fish. Basically the Pacific
cannot sustain a people anynore.

Then you | ook at the planet and then you see anot her
third of the world's fish in the North Sea. About five
years ago | went to Norway and found a treaty between
Russia and Norway. Wen one country fishes the North Sea,

t he other country does not have a single boat in the North
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Sea because they both know it has been overharvested and
they will kill it if they both go fishing.

That treaty is still going on between the two
countries. And then you look at the rest of the world.
The last third of the world's fish is the salnon in the --
you know, between Siberia and Al aska. That is the |ast
third of the world's commercial fish. And you disturb
where that -- those fish are being laid, then you have put
the last third of the world's fish in danger.

| have been saying this for years. And the
information | use is what | | earned froman international
hearing. So you got no choice. You have to |eave it
alone if you don't want to destroy the world's last third
of the fish.

Dd | say it good enough? GCkay. That's what | cane
to say.

MS. TARYN KI EKOWV HEI MER:  Good afternoon
My name is Taryn Kiekow Heiner. | amthe deputy director

of the Marine Manmal Protection Project at the Natural

Resources Defense Council, and I'm here in Anchorage today
on behalf of our nore than three mllion nenbers and
activists, many of whomlive in Alaska. | amalso here

today to support the communities and residents of Bristol
Bay, who overwhel m ngly oppose the proposed Pebble M ne.

Bristol Bay is a resource of national and gl obal
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significance. The last tine | publicly testified in

Al aska about the Pebble Mne, | thanked EPA adm ni strator
G na McCarthy for listening firsthand to the concerns of
t he peopl e whose communities and |ivelihoods are

t hreatened by the Pebble Mne and for responding to the
requests of tribes and others who protect the Bristol Bay
wat er shed.

Unfortunately, I'"'mnot able to testify publicly
before the Arny Corps of Engi neers because it has desi gned
a process that precludes neaningful public participation.
Wiile the Arny Corps is offering a hot m crophone at six
of its public hearings, it excluded public testinony in
Dillingham Honer and here in Anchorage. Further, it is
not hol ding public hearings at potentially inpacted
comuni ti es downstream of the mne or fishery hubs in the
Paci fic Northwest.

As you know, the scoping process is the best tine to
Identify issues and provi de recomendati ons to agenci es on
what shoul d be analyzed in the Environnental | npact
Statenent. However, a process devel oped for activities
with controversial inpacts like those at issue here that
does not provide opportunity for certain nenbers of the
public to testify before or speak to a broader audi ence or
to hear answers to questions raised by others and that

does not engage potentially inpacted conmunities
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downstream of the mne ultinmately is not designed to help
citizens and organi zati ons effectively partici pate.

Under these circunmstances, | do not believe these
scopi ng neetings have been designed to hel p our nenbers
effectively participate in this phase of the NEPA process.
Had the Arny Corps offered an open m c today, all of us
woul d have heard about the inportance of sal nobn and cl ean
water, which is the |ifebl ood and econom ¢ | ynchpin of
Bri stol Bay.

The overwhel mng nmajority of the people do not want
t he Pebble M ne and are asking the Arny Corps to say no to
t he Pebbl e M ne.

NRDC wi Il be submtting detail ed scoping comments to
the Arnmy Corps, so | wll just make a handful of brief
poi nts here today.

First, the Arny Corps should not permt the Pebble
M ne. Doing so would threaten a $1.5 billion annual
commerci al salnon fishery that supports 14,000 jobs and is
a subsistence culture that has lived there for mllennia.

Second, the EIS shoul d consider a range of
alternatives, including the no action alternative,
alternative power sources, alternative transportation
corridors, and alternative port sites.

Third, the Arny Corps must incorporate extensive

up-to-date scientific information. In its permt
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application, Pebble proposed several entirely new
conponents to the project, including a 188-mle-1ong
natural gas pipeline, a large port and 4.5-m | e dredged
channel in Cook Inlet waters, use of an icebreaking barge
to make daily round trip crossings of Lake Iliama, a
230- nregawatt power plant, and the construction of nore
than 80 mles of private roads that will have nore than
200 stream crossings and at | east eight bridges.

Yet Pebble did not submt any baseline studies from
whi ch the agency can begin evaluating the inpacts of the
new conponents. The only baseline studies publicly
avai |l abl e are nore than a decade old with data coll ected
from 2004 to 2008, and those focused solely on the m ne
site, failing entirely to include newy proposed project
conponents, such as the transportation corridor, Iliamma
Lake ferry, and the proposed port site.

These previously unantici pated conponents w ||
require significant additional study before the Arny Corps
can nove forward with an EIS.

Fourth, the EI'S should analyze a full range of
possi bl e inpacts from mning, the tailings dans, the
transportation corridor, the pipeline and the port site,

i ncluding failures and spills. The EI'S should conduct
this anal ysis based on the substantial body of information

al ready avail abl e about m ni ng and pi peline disasters.
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Finally, the EI'S nust consider a range of mtigation
opti ons, although no anmount of nobdern engi neering or
mtigation could sufficiently protect Bristol Bay fromthe
i nherent risk of |arge scale mning.

Building a mne of this size in this location will be

destructive. The only certainty is that eventually

mtigation will fail, contam nation will occur, and sal non
w ||l be destroyed.
On behalf of NRDC and its nenbers, | ook forward to

nore substantive opportunities to participate in a manner
that fulfills the purposes of NEPA

Thank you for your consideration of these and future
comments. Thank you.

MR. JOHN HOLMAN:  So ny first coment is
in regards to whether or not the mne that the Corps is
considering permtting is really the mne that is going to
happen. And | feel that it's not. Looking at the plan,
| ooki ng at the extent of roads, infrastructure, power,
everything involved, there is no way that they are going
to actually keep this mne at the level that the mne is
currently shooting for in regards to permtting. So |
believe that the Corps really needs to | ook at this m ne
as what it truly is, which is sonething that's probably
double, three tines the size of what they are permtting

f or.
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So in ny opinion, this whole process is based on
sonething that's not even reality. They are |ooking at a
m ne years ago based on the price of ore at that tine.

The price of ore nowis even |ess. They are considering
building a smaller mne. It just doesn't pencil out.

They really need to |l ook at what's really going to happen
there on a realistic basis. And sone of that is going to
be | ooking at the -- just, you know, sheer cost approach
fromthe price of netals, but also | ooking at potenti al

out put over the next ten years. And then they have got to
| ook at it, okay, if that doesn't pencil out, how nmany
years before this pencils out.

So ny next conmment has to do with the new routing.
The original proposal that they had put forth was a
northern route along the north side of the |ake. This new
permt they are shooting for brings the ore across the
| ake and a new road that runs over G braltar Creek near
Kokhanok, up over the hills out to the deepwater port in
t he bay.

My problemis that they -- they spent years and years
studying that northern route. They |ooked at all of the
stream crossings. They |ooked at all of the inpact that
t hey woul d have and all the different |and issues and al
of the environnental issues. And then they switched to

this new route and, boom they have got it all figured out
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w t hout any baseline. They haven't studied it for years.
It was all within the | ast year they said, oh, yeah, this
new route is going to work. W are going to cross 200
streans, but we have got it figured out, so give us a
permt for it.

There is no way they can have any idea about river
fl ows, how many of these creeks have fish, how nmany -- how
many are nonexistent at tinmes and flow at other tines. |
nmean, there is just so nmany issues that they have no idea
about w thout getting some serious baseline. And they
don't have it.

My next point has to do with the overall picture.
Ckay. They are tal king about permtting sonething that in
Its very nature is going to change the entire | andscape,
and it's going to be destructive to current businesses. |
own a business in Bristol Bay. | grew up out there. But
at this point in ny life, nmy livelihood relies on Bristol
Bay as it is. |'mnot opposed to devel opnent. And
obvi ously the commercial fishing has managed to -- to use
a renewabl e resource and turn that into businesses, as
wel | .

But what this potentially does, it takes away the
reason that | have a business. |If ny clients fly in and
we get in a plane and we fly over dunmp trucks, roads,

dust, potentially land and fish listening to expl osive
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bl asting, which is exactly what will happen if this
proj ect noves forward where they want to do it, we are
j eopardi zi ng not only ny busi ness, but countless other

busi nesses |i ke m ne.

Now, you know, you m ght say, well, whatever. It's
just some businesses. You guys wll recover. But it's
not just my business. |It's not just the sportfishing. M

busi ness supports hundreds of other businesses in the
state of Al aska. W purchase all of our goods right here
in the state, primarily in Anchorage. W enpl oy
busi nesses to transport these goods out to Bristol Bay.
My clients cone through Anchorage. They utilize hotels,
rental cars. | nean, everything. It's all intertw ned.
And they have got to | ook at the big picture of what they
are really jeopardizing if they were to allow this to nove
f orward

And | can guarantee. | have clients that have
straight up said, look, if |I cone out here and | see a
gigantic open pit mne, which is what they're going to
see, along with the roads and everything else, that wll
be the last tine you see ne cone to your fishing | odge or
anywhere in this part of the state, period. WMaybe they
w Il come back and go to Denali. But we're tal king about
ruining the livelihood of thousands and thousands of

peopl e out there, not to nention the danage to the
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resource that is a renewabl e resource.

So | think they really need to | ook at that nuch,
much cl oser and deci de whet her even a functional m ne that
doesn't have a big disaster, really, is this worth what we
are going to give away i n exchange for that.

| would like the Corps to really | ook at the effects,
al so, on aviation safety out there. | fly around every
day, as do a |ot of other people just getting around in
t he course of doing business, but this project is going to
i ntroduce a whole new |l evel of air traffic into this area.
| don't know if they have really studied it all or |ooked
at the potential for incidences in that area. | don't
know if it's really in their scope to do that, but 1'd
li ke themto at | east consider the potential for this
interaction with helicopters, float planes.

There is already -- there is literally hundreds of
float planes flying around and wheel planes. So I'd |ike
themto | ook at that.

Another thing that 1'd |like | ooked at is the
nmulti-year or it could be decade change in water flows
t hat happens. | have been out there for 30 years in the
profession of fishing and in and out flying around al
over different rivers, and |I've seen water |evels vary
fromno water to high water, of course, and that's going

t o happen regardl ess.
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But one thing | don't know that they have really
| ooked at is when they take discharge fromthis potenti al
m ne and put it back into, say, Upper Talarik Creek or
Koktuli and start raising that water |evel -- obviously,
they're going to raise the water |evel. But when you have
a July flood, which happens pretty regularly, we have got
the river at flood stage and then you punp in so nuch nore
water, what's that going to do to the surrounding river?
What's it going to do to the salnon that are either egg
form alevin or fry that are trying to survive that? They
are going to get flushed. They are going to possibly get
washed out of the river.

| don't know if they really know fromyear to year
what ki nd of variances they are going to see in any of
t hese wat ersheds. They have | ooked at a couple of them
for sure, but I would like themto really | ook at that as
areality, high water versus | ow water and what the
di scharge is going to look like in those rivers as far as
rai sing and |l owering the | evels.

And that's about it.

MR MARK NEWWAN. My nane is Mark Newman.

I noved to Alaska in 1975. M profession is wastewater
water treatnent. | currently hold a Level 11l in
wast ewater and a Level | in water treatnent. | have three

years' experience in treatnent in Alaska. C ean water is
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essential for a healthy salnon habitat. M concern is the
ability of the Pebble Mne project to return the water to
the pristine conditions that they are in now once they are
exposed to the industrial process of m ning.

It is ny understandi ng that dissolved copper greater
than nine parts per billionis lethal to salnon. Fromny
experience as an operator, naintaining that |evel of
treatnent woul d be very chall enging, at best. Accidents
or nechani cal breakdowns happen, and this could cause
irreparable harmto the habitat.

For those and nany ot her reasons, | oppose the Pebbl e
M ne project. Wy trade a renewabl e resource for a
nonr enewabl e resource? 1In the words of the late Ted
Stevens, wong mne, wong pl ace.

MS. NANCY PFEI FFER  This is just
conpletely inconpatible with [ife out there. It's
I nconpatible with one of the largest fisheries in the
worl d that feeds so nany people. Wat they are tal king
about in that other room it cannot be done w thout an
Inmpact. It's inpossible. | don't know. | just -- okay.
| don't know what to say. It -- you know, it can't be
done. Like, you can't have that kind of devel opnent and
not nake a huge inpact on a pl ace.

Ckay. Thanks.

MS. ROCHELLE HARRI SON.  Ckay. [''m
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Rochell e Harrison, and |I'mrepresenting nyself, ny husband
and ny famly. W operate a hunting/fishing operation in
the Bristol Bay area. W are very concerned about the
proposed Pebble M ne. W have been following it fromthe
very beginning. And we feel at this point that the permt
application is not -- should not be submtted at this
poi nt because it is -- the application is based on m ssing
or i nadequate baseline data.

For instance, there isn't enough data to show that
the fisheries in these vital areas can be protected. It's
not just a catastrophic event such as m ne waste | eakage
t hat concerns us, but also it concerns all of us that have
viable -- making a viable -- I"msorry. |t concerns those
of us who are already making a viable living in this area.

But it also is the day-to-day overuse and fouling of
t he area. Between noise pollution from blasting and
200-plus crossing streans daily by extrenely heavy
equi pnent, the application does need to address how t he
m ne would protect and mtigate the effects of these
t hi ngs.

At this point, there isn't even current data for the
streanms, nor known |ocal fish populations. Al aska
Departnment of Fish & Gane doesn't even know what fish live
I n which drai nages.

If the water is fouled, which is to be expected from
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wast ewat er di scharge, whether the water is overcl ean or
foul, it won't nmeet the fish's needs, and the fishery
could collapse. Also if the projected surface water is
di scharged into the creeks, especially during the spring,
it could annihil ate eggs and spawned fish. This is only
one problem not effectively addressed or conpletely
ignored in the application.

O her considerations include the actual economc
feasibility plan such as who would build the road. It's
doubtful that without a long-terminvestnment, planning to
expand and devel op the m ne over nany years as they -- as
Nort hern Dynasty has reassured its shareholders, it's
doubtful that they could build and support the conpl ex
Infrastructure that they are proposing.

There is also the historical and w | derness val ue of
t he area, and that woul d be incal cul able to replace. CQur
busi ness woul d personally be affected by many of these
| osses, but nost specifically, since we are not in the
I mredi ate m ne area, by -- because we take sone of our
clients up in this area because they request to visit and
fish this fanously worl d-renowned fi shery, and once you
are a fisher person, you can only imagine what it's |ike
to visit and fish the Talarik and the Koktuli. They are
truly the Taj Mahals of the fishing world.

Al so, as the fish popul ati ons degrade and/or coll apse
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in this area, those in the fishing and hunti ng busi ness
wll have to |l eave and find other places to take their
clients, which neans they will be putting increased
pressure on the adjacent area, which is where we are. And
this is a world where there is ever-increasing crowded use
of wi | derness areas.

We as snmal | business owners are concerned as Al aska
citizens and ask you to reject the Pebble permt
application because it |acks the necessary information for
a conpl ete evaluation, and we believe it could
unacceptably alter our world-class tourist destination and
our hone.

Thank you.

MS. SYLVI A PANZARELLA: ' m Syl via
Panzarella, and |'mhere to say that |I'm strongly agai nst
Pebble M ne. W have been against this for many years. |
cannot see risking the fishing industry. |It's the |argest
red salmon run in the world, first or second | argest.
Building an acid pit in an extreme earthquake zone is
crazy. W don't need to risk our fisheries. The world
doesn't need to risk the fisheries. |It's not just Al aska.
It's the whol e worl d.

So that's what | have to say.
MR. MARI US PANZARELLA: ' m here today

because this is a critical tine in Al aska where we need to
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protect the environnent. And it's such a clear travesty
to have this huge mne with a destruction very easily of a
fishing industry with no long-term benefits for the people
of this state and the possibility of an extrenely serious
envi ronnent al di saster.

And that's what | have to say.

MR, GLENN M GUSTAFSON: Hel | o. | am

G enn M CGustafson. | first noved to Al aska from
Washi ngton state in early 1981 to work as an account ant
for ARCO, Al aska, Inc. | aman investor and a proponent
of m neral developnent. Directly and indirectly, ny son
and | own substantial holdings in Exxon/ Mobil e, Chevron,
and probably a | ot of other resource extraction conpani es.

But the thing that is the nbost inportant to us is our
commerci al fishing business. | put nyself through |aw
school as a commercial fishing crew nenber between 1982
and 1985, and after that | have been a continuous drift
permt hol der and boat captain comrercial fishing in
Bristol Bay each sunmer.

My son, who is now 20 and attending the | ocal
Uni versity of Al aska here, has comercial fished since he
was a toddler. He's also a drift permt hol der and boat
captain in Bristol Bay, and he has done that since age 13
every summer. This is an inportant part of our lifestyle

and our i ncone. It's afforded us to live confortable

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

31

lives and to put our children, including ny son G ant, who

I's a student pursuing a B. A degree in professional

piloting -- he wants to beconme a commercial airline
pilot -- and ny daughter who is a Vagel os,
V-A-GEL-OS -- it's after Roy Vagel os, forner CEO of

Merck. She's a Vagel os scholar at University of
Pennsyl vani a i n Phi | adel phi a.

And both ny kids have commercial fished. And I think
that their values and their work ethic and their character
have been very positively influenced by that opportunity.
And we would like to do everything possible to see that
that is sustained for future generations in our famly.

And for that reason, | am opposed to the Pebble M ne
devel opnent in the Bristol Bay area. | think that the
hi story of some of the support engineering firns and
contractors of at |east sone of the fol ks that were
initially involved in the Pebble project have established,
wth the recent earthen damfailure in British Col unbi a
causi ng danmage to the Fraser River, which is al so anot her
| ar ge sal non spawni ng grounds, denonstrates that it's an
I ndustry that is fraught with potential and | arge great
potential for adverse environnental inpact. And given the
relative values of this worldw de cl ass comrerci al sal non
fishery for sockeye salnon in Bristol Bay, the largest in

the world, relative to the opportunity to mne for nore
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copper and a little bit of gold strikes heavily in favor
of not allowng the mne to progress and to sustaining the
viability of this comrercial fishery.

You know, ny pitch is that, you know, there is
already a lot of copper out in the world that has been
m ned and refined and that it would be a | ot nore
productive to try to see nore effective recycling of
copper and reuse of copper.

So you know, that's all | have to offer.

MR, TRAVIS RECTOR So | am asking the

Arny Corps of Engineers to assess the inpact that Pebble
M ne woul d have on brown bears, the brown bear popul ation
in the region. |'mespecially concerned about the fact
that the road out of Pebble Mne wll go within one mile
of the McNeil River State Gane Sanctuary.

"Il leave it at that.

MS. LUCY TERRY: Yes. About the Pebble

Mne, | think it is not a good ganbl e because we have
world class fish, trout, salnon, all the bears and birds
that rely on them And in this uncertain acidic earth, we
shoul d protect nonGVD as much as we can.

W are blessed with natural resources to feed our
bodi es. Pl ease accept the gift of life and don't take it
away from us.

Al askan tourismfromall over the world cone to
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Al aska for wild gane. It's a nmulti-billion dollar
I ndustry.

MR PETER ALWARD: |'mhere to speak in
support of the Pebble Mne being built, but being built in
Toronto where the Canadi an conpany can deal with its mess.
In Alaska it's a very bad idea on the sinplest |evels --
on nmany | evels. This makes poor econom c sense. |t
causes a great deal of issues, both |egal, cultural,
political. They are all adverse, first and forenost.

Even if the mne is built and, let's say inits
wildly optimstic state 5- to $6 billion of revenue of
operabl e incone, that represents |ess than three years of
t he production of Bristol Bay fisheries. The if, for
I nstance, which is highly likely that even a 10 percent
decrease in the perception of the public of the pristine
val ue of the fisheries of Bristol Bay were to occur, then
the loss to the Alaska and the U S. econony would be far
exceeded wthin five years of the value of the mne. So
at any level, it makes no sense to nake this m ne.

One is left to wonder, why would such a m ne be nmade
despite the opposition of all the |ocal people. For nany
years it's been said no, no, no, no, and no.

Well, we know for a fact that this group of people,
this mning conpany is world renowned for ignoring | ocal

groups, of using whatever techni ques are necessary,
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I ncl udi ng short of bribery and coercion to get what they
want. Recently what just happened in Pananma with their

| at est m ne shows you what will likely happen with us.
Wien the mne is done, who is going to clean up the mess?
We have seen this before. Al askans have seen this over
and over again. Qur local politicians are easily bought
and sold out very often. W have gotten very little noney
for oil. And the one area that we have actually had an

i ncone that's been fair and generative has been fi shing.
Fishing is going to sustain us in the far future | ong
after oil and mning is done.

So for this to even occur against the will of the
peopl e would say that there is sonething very wong with
the way things are being done. And in our governnent
currently, there is a lot of concern with the current
reginme and its propensity towards cutting corners,
becom ng an oligarchic plutocracy benefitting just the
few And so this certainly smacks of that.

This renewed i nterest despite nmany years of being
told no is probably the result of the regi mne change and
just sensing an opportunity. But it's very badly pl anned.
And for any true American and any mlitary person who is
supposed to uphold the Constitution, they would naturally
not want -- | can't inmagi ne anybody supporting this in any

way, shape or form

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

35

Politically it's going to cause a great deal of
poi son between the few haves and the rest of us. |It's
going to underm ne our faith in our denocracy and our
denocratic process. |It's going to cause a great deal of
contention and probl ens, which the stockhol ders could care
| ess about, but nevertheless will have to deal wth.

Culturally it wll cause dislocations of many peopl e
who have al ready been dislocated repeatedly. Perfect
exanple -- and |'"'msure we are going to see the sane thing
t hat happened in South Dakota with the oil pipelines.
We're going to see sonething very simlar happening here
wth the people when they try to resist the power of the
corporate groups that are going to cone in. |'msure
they'll do the same things they did there, and that w ||
cause, again, cultural and political damage.

| work in nental health. | have to deal with al
t hese peopl e already that have al ready been di sl ocat ed,
damaged by the dom nant cultures and have felt the effects
of our genocidal policies for generations. These people
are devastated as it is. This is one of the |last few
things that's theirs. |It's one of the |ast few things
that's Al askans'.

It makes no sense for anyone to build this mne for
any reason except for a small group of people, to benefit

a small group of people at the expense of all other
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Anericans and it should be roundly and totally opposed.

Ecologically it nakes no sense what soever. The

Arctic is fragile. It takes many, nany, many tines |onger
for anything to heal. There are still signs of damage to
the tundra and the | and nasses that are -- 100 years ago

that still haven't healed. This is not equatorial Africa.

This is not the m dwest of the United States where the
energy matrix is so much higher that the I and can heal so
much quicker. Here in the cold it takes nuch |onger. And
of course, the |lower energy gradient makes it very easy
for biotoxins to accunulate. So this will cause nany
generations of health issues for nany people for a | ong
period of tine, long after this conpany has cone and gone.

So again, on an ecological |evel and biol ogical |evel

it nmakes no nakes. So it nmakes no sense. |It's a bad plan
politically, economcally. |It's a bad plan culturally.
It's a bad plan biologically. 1It's a bad plan
environnentally. It only benefits a small group of

people. And they are not even nostly Anerican. So this

Is a sellout. It's unAnerican to do this. So on every

| evel it should be opposed. Every level it should not

allowed for. On every level it should sinply be told no.
And to waste our governnent noney to begin to do this

process just shows you how corrupted our system has becone

where a small group of people can ignore the processes
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t hat have been put in place by the rest of us. But rest

assured -- and this is just a warning -- people won't put
up with it. There will be political backl ash.
Governnents will fall saying we will build the mne, and
then we will close it.

Thank you for your time.
MR. BRANDON WELSH: | am a
fifth-generation commercial fisherman in Egegi k, Al aska,
which is in Bristol Bay. W have been fighting agai nst

t he Pebble Mne for quite a few years now And | just

wanted to say that it will ruin the fisheries there. The
gold mne will ruin the fisheries. And wthout the
fisheries there -- it's the nunber one fisheries -- red

salnon run in the world. Wthout the fisheries there,
t hen we cannot supply fish to the entire world.
Subsequently, we would have to have Atlantic sal non,
et cetera, which is extrenely awful. W are a wld run
fishery, and I'"mjust standing here to say no, we wll| not
accept the Pebble M ne.

That's all | had to say.

MR JEREMY TOWKINS: 1|'ve fished Bristol

Bay for five seasons, and fishing is a renewabl e resource
and mning is also a very viable resource, but not when it
destroys the fishery. So | ampro fishery and pro m ning,

but not in the case that destroys a fishery. So |I'mfor
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Bri stol Bay and agai nst Pebbl e M ne.
That's what |'ve got.

MS. ELI ZABETH WELSH: | amthe wife of a
commerci al fisherman, and ny father-in-lawis a conmmerci al
fisherman in Bristol Bay, so ny fam |y depends on the
sal non for not just our incone, but our livelihood year
after year. Salnon is a renewable resource, and | think
It's dangerous and risky to potentially sacrifice that
fishery for the sake of some unrenewabl e resource. So |
woul d just ask that the research is done thoroughly into
how this mne could affect the salnon. |[|'mnot agai nst
all mning, but | don't think it's wise to put a m ne and
a fishery in the sane pl ace.

So that's all.

MS. LISA ALEXIA: |'m here because this
is -- | can't inmagine a nore inportant place to cone and
say | want the fish and the land to be there for ny
grandchildren. | want it to be there for ny children.
Living in Alaska the |ast 18 years and being aware of the
ri sks of Pebble Mne and mnes like it to nmy children's
ability to continue to live off the land, it weighs on ne
every day, every night. | do not understand how this m ne
can be conpatible with the future of sal non.

The history of sal non throughout the Pacific

Nort hwest has been one of | oss of habitat and | oss of
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ability to survive. |If we can't get it right in Al aska,
where will we get it right? This is our |last opportunity
to have a healthy place to live fromthe | and.

| was there in Nondalton last sumer. | was at a
fish canp. | heard the helicopters flying over. | was
there wiwth people who are fromthe land, and | felt with
them that concern and fear that there is no way that this
mne is conpati ble because all it takes is one failure to
put at risk the future of salnon and all of the life that
sustains the region and the cul ture.

There needs to be in place sonme kind of permanent
bond, permanent funding for the eventual failure of
tailings, which will occur. There needs to be sone
per manent structures in place in terns of financial
accountability for what will eventually occur. And I
don't know that noney is ever going be to the sol ution,
but the assunption has to be made going in, not if the
mne tailings dans fail, but when.

Go ahead.

MR M SKA ALEXIA: | went to fish cam
| ast sumrer in Nondalton, and | got to see the Pebble
survey helicopters flying over on a regular basis. And I
personally do not support Pebble Mne. | believe that it
Is too -- there is too many things that could go wong for

It to logically exist.
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| don't have very nmuch to say. That's it.
MR. M CHAEL ALEXIA: M ancestors lived
off the land there and brought ne up. Now I'm 50, and I

hope ny kids can live as old as | amoff that |and w t hout

the mne ruining it. Mney isn't everything, you know.
Living off the land is -- it's a lot of fun living on the
land. If it's ruined, we wouldn't be able to have fun on
it. | guess that's all | have to say.

MR, RICHARD LYTLE: Ckay. | used to

practice lawin this town a long tine ago, and | dealt
with the mning community. And basically |I did a |ot of
bankruptcy. | did bankruptcies. But the normal thing is,
after a certain length of tine, they run out of noney.
They go broke. Before they go broke, in Nome and stuff
t hey woul d bring bundl es of noney down to these peopl e,
and eventually they would go broke. And if they think
that there is going to be any clean up or restoration,
forget it. There is none. | nean, once you run out, no
matter how bad you want to clean up, if you do, first
there is no noney in it and, second, there is no noney to
do it. So Al askans are going to have to cl ean up whatever
dirt they nake, ness.

And that's it.

One other comment 1'd like to nake is that if you

think you can sell salnon that cones froma poll uted
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stream or polluted sources above it, nobody is going to
buy it. So I think it would -- just the idea of putting
it inis going to ruin our salnon industry.

It is pretty devastating. Wwen we first cane here,
for three dollars you got a whole carton of crab on the
airplane with you. And they had warehouses full. They
overfished it or they ruined it, and the crab nowis $20 a
pound, and it's now just cone back. So if they do destroy

t he sal non, they would probably run into a |like situation.

That's it.
MR. THOVAS TI LDEN: For the record, ny
name is Thomas Tilden, and |'"'ma fisherman. | fish
commercially. | fish for subsistence. And | grew up

al ong the Nushagak River in the village called Portage
Creek which is south of Ekwok and the first village on the
Nushagak Ri ver

There is a nunber of things that I'd |ike to cover.
First, as a subsistence fisherman, |I'mvery concer ned
about the process that has taken place, the scoping
process of the Arny Corps of Engineers in D llingham
Despite the requests -- nunerous requests both by the
Bri stol Bay Native Association, the |ocal Curyung Tribe to
have an open mic, they cane in with a closed mc. And |
beli eve that there is advantages and di sadvantages to

t hat .
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Wiere it di sadvantages us, where it worked agai nst us
was that we were not able to fully cover -- or be assured
that all aspects of the mi ne was covered in people's
testinony. For instance, | noticed that the pro mnes --
the pro mnes villages had open mcs, so they had an
advantage. They could -- those fol ks that were pro m ne,
t hey coul d make sure that everything was covered. And
that's just the way how the ball gane works. So -- so in
Dillingham they took advantage of us, and they ignored
our request to have an open nic.

The second -- there is basically one thing that I'm
really concerned about the mne is the -- what | call the
I nadequat e studies that were done to permt this mne to
get it where it is today.

First off is that when you | ook at the seisnm c maps
of the earth, they -- the Pebble Mne shows that the
seismc activity quits 20 mles north of the proposed
mne. But at the sane tine, they also brag about the
Pebbl e East, which is a high density, very good quality of
copper, nol ybdenum and gold at the Pebbl e East versus the
Pebble West. And in -- when you talk to a geol ogi st
about -- why is the east nore richer than the west, and
basically they will tell you that at one time there was a
col |l apse of sone of the subterrain there and nolten cane

In and covered that enpty space, and that's where the gold
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and nol ybdenum and copper cane in.

So that tells ne that the -- that the fault, the
eart hquake fault, they said it ended north -- it actually
didn't end there. There is cracks all along that whole
area since it's all part of the Ring of Fire. And of
course, the Rng of Fire, there is earthquakes in the Ring
of Fire. There is volcanic action in the Ring of Fire.
So that's basically what happened to their -- to their
Pebbl e East is that the earthquake fault did not stop
where they say it stopped. How convenient for themto
have it end 20 mles north of the m ne.

So | really think that you really need to be able to
| ook at all of the reports that were done in that area to
find out exactly where all the fault lines are. And so |
think that they need to do nore studies on that.

The other thing I wanted to tal k about was the water
supply or the water hydrology in the area. The hydrol ogy
in the area is -- the whole area is basically a high I and
wet | and. There is a trenendous anount of water com ng
Iin -- into that area. And when you | ook at their reports
and you take a |l ook at the North Koktuli and the South
Koktuli -- in the South Koktuli River, just southwest of
the Frying Pan Lake -- the Frying Pan Lake is kind of a
mar ker for everybody. Everybody, when you fly over the

area, there is a lake that's shaped |like a frying pan.
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And so -- but sout hwest of that Frying Pan Lake there
Is a nountain, and the South Koktuli cones up. And there
Is water pouring out of this nmountain. And they neasured
it into the hundreds of thousands or even mllions of
gall ons per mnute com ng out of this nmountain. And it
basically cones and saturates the ground and flows into
the South Koktuli and brings it down. But that water
source is com ng from somewhere.

Wien they first met with us, they -- Pebble used to
nmeet with all of the villages and share their information.
They shared that information with us. And there was two
things that we firmy requested at every neeting the first
few neetings was that we wanted the hydrol ogy report and
we want ed the geol ogy report. W thought those two
reports would tell us the story of the area.

And so finally -- | believe it was after a year and a
hal f of requesting themto give us hydrol ogy reports, they
finally had a hydrol ogist cone and talk wwth us that did
the study. And he basically said that -- at that tine |
beli eve there was only 1,000 holes drilled. There wasn't
1, 200. | think there was only 1,000 holes drilled. And
t hey had dropped dye into the hot areas where they thought
that the mining pit would be. And in that process, the
dye showed up in the Talarik, it showed up in the North

Koktuli, and it showed up in the South Koktuli, as well.
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So basically that dye went everywhere.

So the underground water that is going to be affected
is just a huge anount. It's |like that spring that cones
out of that mountain. That water is comng from
sonewhere. That's a spring. And we know that it's huge
and it generates heavily to the ecosystem farther on down
into the Mulchatna R ver, as well as the Nushagak, and
Nushagak Bay and Bristol Bay. So that needs further
study. W really need the hydrol ogy report.

And when you read the studies that Pebble had done,
their first proposed damthat they proposed was over in
the Talarik Creek area. They were going to damthe hill
there off of the Talarik Creek, and that's where they were
going to put their proposed dam And in a public neeting
they told us that, heaven forbid, if anything happens we
didn't want the Talarik Creek to be poisoned. Wll, for
crying out loud, if you just nove it over to the North
Koktuli, that neans that you are willing to sacrifice the
North Koktuli. And that doesn't make any sense to ne that
they are admtting that there is a possibility of a -- of
a failure.

And then the final thing | want to tal k about was
that the -- about the local Native culture. The | ocal
Nati ve culture, there has been a |l ot of studies done on

sal non, but in those river systens, there are other fish.
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There is the whitefish. There is the pike. There is the
grayling. There is the suckers that are in the river
systemthat the | ocal natives depend on and catch through
the ice in the winter tine, as well as inthe -- in the --
when there is open water, they use nets.

But in the wintertine we go up there and we catch
these fish through -- with hook and line to sustain us
t hrough the wi nter because eventually our sal nbn does run
out, the salnon that we put away. And so that -- that
needs to -- there needs to be an accurate count and i npact
to the freshwater fish.

The other thing that really concerns ne is the w nd.
The wind in that area, their studies show that they had
cl ocked wi nds 120-m | es-an-hour-plus in the area. And |
used to teach in the village of Newhalen, and in the
vill age of Newhalen | could renenber sitting in a hone one
time and all of a sudden out of nowhere these high w nds
woul d cone and it would just howl. And it wouldn't | ast
very long, and then the w nd woul d nove on.

And | talked to sone of the |ocals up there about
t hat, and they said, oh, yeah, that happens quite
frequently. |In fact, they even had a windm || up above
the -- up on the hill above the village, and during the
ni ght one evening, the wnd -- that w nd cane through and

broke the bl ades off of that wwndmll. And fortunately
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the bl ades flew over the village and | anded on the | ake
and in the river and away fromthe village and didn't harm
anyone. But that -- that -- that illustrates the power of
the winds in that area.

So there is going to be dust in the -- in the pit.
There is going to be dust in the waste pile rock. There
Is going to be dust along the roads. And sone of that
dust is going to be toxic. And when you -- when you bl ow
that toxic dust around, it's going to affect the berries
that the | ocal Native people depend on. |It's going to
affect the greens | ocal Native peopl e depend on.

It's going to affect all the lichen. And the |lichen
Is basically the food for the caribou. And the cari bou
need that |ichen and, of course, the Native peopl e eat
that caribou, and so the -- there is going to be a chain
reaction of just that dust and how it affects -- because
t he humans are going to be the |l ast one to eat the berries
and the cari bou and other things that are in that area.

So the -- so taking a ook at the wind and wat er, geol ogy

Is really inportant that we have a very clear and assuring

pi cture that nothing will be harned.
And | think that they have pointed out that -- that
t hey were tal king about using a liner. And we -- when you

| ook at the proposed liner that they have and what they

are illustrating, it's not too nuch thicker than a grocery
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bag. And if you ever carried a grocery bag hone with
goodies, if you use one bag, nine out of ten something is
going to penetrate and break it and it's going to |eak out
all your goodi es.

And basically, that's what's going to happen with
that |iner because they are going to be putting tons and
tons of rock on that and very sharp rock because it has
gone through the breaker system And so that liner, nine
out of ten is probably going to be penetrated just |ike
t he grocery shopping bags, and it will not do anything.
And then gravity will take hold of the rest of it and take
all the toxic material down into the water system and it
Wwll slowy spread out just |ike in other places where
t hey have contam nated water. And it's going to
contam nate not just a year, not just a couple years, but
t housands of years because you are not going to be able to
stop the spread of that water once it gets into the
under ground water system And when you | ook at the
geol ogy studies, you see that there is a very -- very deep
and heavy water system under that whol e area.

So basically you don't -- | want themto consider the
Nati ve culture, consider the Native way of life. Al of
our freezers are filled with birds fromthe sky and
berries fromthe ground and noose and cari bou and the fish

fromthe rivers. And 100 percent -- 100 percent of the
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proposed mnes all say that they will not pollute. And
ten years later in studies, they have found out that 70
percent of thempolluted. So there is a 70 percent chance
that they are going to pollute. And | as an Eskinp and |
as a person that have lived off the land don't want to see
that risk, that we need to nmake sure that water, |land, air
I S protected.

Basically that's all | have to say. Thank you.

MS. KAREN GONNE- HARRELL: Well, okay.

First and forenost, | oppose any devel opnent in the
headwat ers of Bristol Bay, period, of any kind, whether
it's mning or other developnent. But | just wanted to
pose a question basically to those that are pushing for
It, particularly the ones that will earn a | ot of nopney
off of it. | suspect they don't live in the region, don't
have Al askan roots. And would chall enge themto consider
living there, a subsistence lifestyle with no access to
ot her resources should there be a mne disaster. Wuld
they put their famlies there downstream and guarantee the
safety of the area for thenselves, their parents, their
grandparents, their children, great, great grandchildren?
Wul d they live there relying solely on that area and
still put in that m ne?

And do they live next to sonething |ike that where

they do live? 1Is their -- is their entire livelihood,
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food and water source, have the |east anount of -- have
any threat that they are posing to people living in that
region and to all of Alaska? As a |lifelong A askan who
lives on sal non, and particularly sal non out of that area,
| can't oppose it enough.

And they can call ne if they |ike. 301-4566.

MR. CGEOFFREY PARKER: Thank you. M nane
Is Geoff Parker. These are ny oral comments for -- |I'man
attorney for Bristol Bay Fishernen's Association, which is
t he | argest associati on of comercial fishers in Bristol
Bay, or nenbershi p- based organi zati on of commerci al
fishers in Bristol Bay and Ekwok Village Council, which is
the federally recogni zed tribal entity for Ekwok Vill age.

First of all, I'lIl focus on |legal issues related to
scoping. One is that |'ve seen no effort yet to identify
cooperati ng agencies, and the Corps needs to identify
cooperating agencies no later than the scopi ng process.
That includes tribes, potential cooperating agenci es.

In 2010, six tribes, including Ekwok Village Council,
sent a letter to the Corps and EPA to initiate di scussions
about the tribes being cooperating agencies. You should
pur sue such rel ationships with Ekwok Vill age Council and
other tribes in the area.

Second, you need to integrate State and | ocal | and

use plans under the NEPA regul ations. That is, the
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regul ations require the Corps to integrate State and | ocal
| and use plans. |In this case that includes the Bristol
Bay Area Pl an and the Nushagak/ Mul chatna Ri vers Recreation
Managenment Plan. To do so, the Corps -- the NEPA process
has to be consistent with the area plan | and use
classifications and guidelines in the Bristol Bay area
pl an. The NEPA process al so needs to integrate and be
consistent wwth Mneral Cosing Order 393 adopted in 1984
and nmade part of the 1984, 2005 and current 2013 Bri stol
Bay Area Pl ans.

Al so, the NEPA process needs to integrate State
pl anni ng regul ati ons, including particularly at 11 AAC
55.040(c). It states that a classification of State | and
identifies the primary use or uses for which the land w |
be managed subject to valid existing rights and nmultiple
use.

Based on that regulation, the 2013 Bristol Bay Area
Plan states that if a use conflict exists and the proposed
| and use is inconpatible with the prinmary use, the
proposed use shall not be authorized or shall be nodified
so that the inconpatibility no | onger exists. In other
words, a primary use for which land is classified trunps a
nonpri mary use because prinmary use cannot -- but a prinmary
use cannot trunp a co-prinmary use.

In this instance, you need to | ook at the | and use
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classifications in the Pebble area that will be affected
by devel opnment of the proposed m ne.

Third, you need to integrate the State | aw
requi rement at Al aska State statute 38.05.142. It states
that no State permts shall be issued unless the
| egi slature finds no danger to the fisheries fromnetallic
sulfide mnes in the Bristol Bay drainages or the Bristol
Bay fisheries reserve -- the drainage of the Bristol Bay
fisheries reserve. That includes Pebble Mne. That
statute establishes the standard that the EI'S nust neet in
order to integrate State law into the NEPA process. In
ot her words, the no dangers to the fisheries requirenent
should be reflected in the NEPA process.

My second group of comments concerns maki ng nore
i nformation available to the public for scoping. [1'l]
make four points.

First, the Corps should post EPA' s \Wtershed
Assessnent on its website so that the public and agencies
can use it during the scoping process. Second, it should
post the EPA' s proposed 404(c) determ nation for exactly
t he sanme reason. Third, it should post the Bristol Bay
Area Pl an, the Nushagak/ Mul chat na Recreati on Managenent
Pl an, the Nushagak Watershed Plan on its web pages al so so
that the public can use themin interacting with the Corps

and ot her agencies. Fourth, the Corps should post NEPA
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regul ati ons on the website for this project.

My third group of comments goes to identifying
factual issues for scoping.

First, the Corps should use the EPA Wit ershed
Assessnent to identify factual issues for scoping and
address themin the EIS. It should use the proposed
404(c) determnation simlarly. But it was narrower than
t he assessnent and focused only on 404(c).

Second, the Corps should integrate EPA s Wt er shed
Assessnent. |t addresses nany and i nnunerabl e factual
I ssues. It exam ned inpacts at five |evels of geographic
scale: One, the Bristol Bay watershed. Two, the Nushagak
and Kvichak R ver watersheds. Three, the m ne scenario
wat er sheds, including cunul ati ve drai nages of the North
and South Fork of Koktuli R vers and their conjunction
with Upper Talarik Creek to its junction with Iliama
Lake. Fourth, the mne scenario footprints, including the
footprints of the major m ne conponents. That is, the
mne pit, the waste rock piles, tailings storage
facilities, et cetera, the groundwater draw down zone, and
plant and ancillary facilities. And fifth, the
transportation corridor. The EIS needs to do |likew se
using simlar geographic scales for exam ning inpacts.

For exanpl e, cumul ative inpacts of multiple m nes

shoul d be addressed in at |east two | evels or scal es of
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geographic effect. First -- the first is the scale of the
di sposal area defined by EPA in its proposed 404(c)
determ nation. That was basically the upper portions of
t he Koktuli and Upper Tal ari k Creek drai nages. The second
area is the scale of the Nushagak/Kvi chak drai nages.
Regarding the first level of scale, the EIS needs to
address the inpacts of nmultiple mnes using the disposal
site identified by EPA' s proposed determ nation. The EPA
assessnent in Chapter 13 found that it is reasonably
foreseeable the permts for Pebble would lead to
devel opnent of m nes and ot her porphyry copper deposits
and that mnes at five deposits -- Pebble, Pebble
Sout h/ PEB, Bi g Chunk North, Big Chunk South and
G- oundhog -- could use the sanme tailings storage facility
sites, TSF1, TSF2 and TSF3 that are within the di sposal
site identified by EPA' s proposed 404(c) determ nati on.
That is very inportant because two of those sites,
TSF1 and TSF2, woul d each account for a loss of 3.8 mles
of anadranpbus water, or 76 percent of the maxi mum al | owed
under EPA' s proposed determnation. And that is not yet
counting the | oss of anadranpbus waters due to the mne pit
or dewatering or waste rock piles.
Mor eover, any mine or group of mnes that use TSF1
and TSF2 woul d surpass EPA' s proposed standards, for the

anmobunt of anadranous water that would be lost; that is,
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the m | eage of anadranous water that would be | ost.

Mor eover, because five potential mnes could use the
sane tailings storage facility sites, the standards shoul d
be no nore than one-fifth of what EPA proposed for one
m ne, Pebble Mne. 1In other words, they should be
one-fifth of what EPA proposed, five tines as strict.

Regardi ng the second | evel of scale, which is the
Nushagak and Kvi chak drai nages, the EI'S needs to address
i npacts of Pebble, nmultiple m nes and ot her reasonably
f oreseeabl e devel opnent on the scal e of those drai nages
and in the Bristol Bay drainages in general.

Third -- this is third in the factual issues. A
I ssues identified in the tribes' 404(c) request sent to
the Corps in May of 2010, as well as to the EPA at that
time, should be addressed in the ElI S

Fourth, Amakdedori Creek, which is at the site of the
port site, is one of two undocunented -- probably the | ast
of two undocunented steel head streans in North Anerica.
There has | ong been runors of west side Cook Inlet
steel ed, but they have never been docunented. | have
caught steel head in Arakdedori Creek. | believe they also
exist in Bruin Creek. And | have had guide clients for
Rai nbow Ri ver Lodge that have caught steel head in
Amakdedori Creek. And Chad Hewitt, the owner of Rai nbow

Ri ver Lodge, | think will corroborate that the | odge
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cat ches steel head i n Anmakdedori Creek.

As | said, that's one of two undocunented steel head
streanms, the last two probably in North America.
recommend that the National Marine Fisheries Service needs
to assess whether or not those fish are genetically
di stinct, including for purposes of an Endangered Species
Act determnation. It's a very snall popul ati on, but we
woul d catch steel head routinely in Amakdedori Creek when
was gui ding for Rai nbow Ri ver Lodge in the 1980s and the
1990s. The fish would probably have to be captured in the
fall, or perhaps on a spring outmgration. 1It's a fal
run.

Fifth, the EIS needs to quantify the cones of
depression around the pit and the tailings storage sites.
The permt application does say that the pit will be
ringed with water extraction wells to pull out and extract
contam nated groundwater. That will nean that there wll
be dewateri ng of the surface water of Upper Talarik Creek
and the -- and portion -- and the Upper Koktuli River
dr ai nage.

The permt application, however, does not cal cul ate
or even acknow edge that these cones of depression would
exi st and the dewatering of the surface water woul d occur;
that woul d occur including in Upper Talarik Creek, which

Is in the upper portion of Upper Tal ari k Creek drainage
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which is classified by the Bristol Bay Area Pl an as
habitat, and the drainage and the corridor of Upper
Talarik Creek is also classified as habitat.

Sixth, the EIS needs to exanmi ne the effects of the
Pebbl e M ne project on Cook Inlet gas supply.

Seventh, the permt application acknow edges that it
has not yet submtted an ultimate -- an "ultimte design,"”
and that creates a problem a |legal and factual problem
In the permit application, attachnent D is the project
description. It states at page 58 that "the ultimte
project design will incorporate a detail ed anal ysis of
wat er coll ecti on and nmanagenent, including quantity and
quality estimates, water treatnent options, water
managenent facility design and strategi c di scharge of
wat er . "

Absent a detailed analysis of water collection and
managenent, including water quantity and quality
estinates, water treatnment options, water managenent
facility design and strategic discharge of treated water
It is inmpossible for the Corps or other agencies or the
public to assess inpacts. That is a serious |egal
probl em

(Proceedi ngs adjourned at 9: 00 p.m)
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

I, MARY A. VAVRI K, RVR, Notary Public in and for
the State of Al aska do hereby certify:

That the foregoing proceedi ngs were taken before
nme at the tine and place herein set forth; that the
proceedi ngs were reported stenographically by ne and | ater
transcri bed under ny direction by conputer transcription;
that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedi ngs
taken at that tinme; and that | amnot a party to nor have
| any interest in the outcone of the action herein
cont ai ned.

| N WTNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto subscri bed

ny hand and affixed ny seal this _ day of April 2018.

MARY A. VAVRI K,
Regi stered Merit Reporter
Notary Public for Al aska

My Conm ssion Expires: Novenber 5, 2020
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