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PROCEEDI NGS

DANI EL BOONE: | think this is a sham
for a public hearing. | strongly believe that we have
the right -- the need and the right to express

ourselves orally in an open public forum

The object here, or the goals here are
not to see how qui ckly we can get through these
hearings. The object is to hear and address public
comments. And this setup seens to be designed to do
exactly the opposite, to discourage people from
commenti ng. Nobody knows what anybody el se sai d.

You know, we've said before, and we'll
say it again, that the people of Honer do not |ike the
Pebble Project. W don't want the mne. W don't
want Pebble M ne. The environnental hazards and ri sks
are just too great.

That's pretty nuch it. But |'mvery
di sappointed in this public neeting.

BRYAN ZAK: Well, | appreciate the
opportunity to provide testinony here in Honer, Al aska
this evening. And ny concern regarding the Pebble
Project would be the proximty to Bristol Bay and
sal nron streans and the sustai nabl e econony surroundi ng
our sal non.

And not only that, yesterday al so |
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heard fromthe | ocal KBBI Public Radio station that
the bear viewing that currently goes on over there
where a lot of tourists travel over there to view
bears would not be far fromthe mne site also. And
so just the additional inpact on the environnment woul d
certainly change what is right now pretty nuch a

nat ural opportunity for the bears and the tourists to
be able to interact.

So when we | ook at the inpact to the
econony, we have to be, first of all, nostly cautious
of all of the sustainable salnon streans in the bay
t here.

And so the |location of the mne in
particular 1s, conpared to any other m ne in Al aska,
nmore i npactful because of its proximty to the Bristol
Bay. And it's not just where the deposit is, but it's
where all of the infrastructure that would require the
mnerals to be expelled fromthe m ne and taken and
transported away fromthe mne, all of the additional
projects, it would create jobs and capital infusion;
however, the cost to what could go on for,
indefinitely as far as the sal non industry, thousands
of years into the future, you know, as |long as none of
our vol canos over there decide to end it all.

Until then we've certainly got a

Peninsula Reporting
110 Trading Bay Dr., Ste. 100, Kenai, AK 99611 907/283-4429




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS - April 11, 2018

renewabl e resource that we woul d rat her see mai nt ai ned

and a hi gher precedent put on to that renewabl e

resource.

TIM STEINBERG So yes, | just feel it's
the wong mne at the wong place. |'mvery concerned
about -- that they are saying it's a little mne, when

you know darn well they are going to nmake it into the
world' s |argest mne. And the dam and the | argest
open pit mne near the headwaters of salnon streams is
not a good idea, especially with the volcanic activity
that's across the bay.

And |I'mvery concerned about what it's
going to do to the highway systemw th all those
trucks going up and down from Homer and Anchor Poi nt,
what it's going to do to the harbor. | don't think we
have the capabilities to add that nany types of
t hi ngs.

So anyway, and | 'mreally -- I'"mafraid
of what the inpact is going to be on McNeil with the
bears. That road is so close to there that you know
t hey are going to have problens fromthat, four-wheel

dri ves and ATVs and et cetera.

| ama mner, |I'man amateur one, so |'m
not against mning in Alaska, |'mjust against that
one at that place. | love salnmon and | think it's too
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big of an industry to nmess with. | appreciate it.
CHARLES CRAMPTON: Well, | have two
degrees. |'ve worked as a technician and a scientist.

I have a year's worth of graduate |evel statistics.
|'ve been involved in the G een Revol ution breeding
program so ny background has been in statistics and
geneti cs.

' mvehenently opposed to the Pebbl e
Mne. |It's going to destroy the genetic plasticity of
t he sal non stock and anything else that's living up
t here.

The statistics as | understand that they
have collected, is -- the m ning conpany, what they
have col |l ected has not been put into a user-friendly
dat abase. There is no way of doing exploratory data
anal ysis or any sort of data anal ysis by independent
peopl e that doesn't have the interest in the mne
itsel f.

And |'ve never known a sal esperson to
m sl ead, m sdirect, been a shyster of any sorts. So
I'"mquite sure that this m ning conpany has no vested
interest in not getting good information out there.

But the raw data needs to be put into a
user-friendly database where exploratory data anal ysis

can be done. That's what | have to say.
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JESSIE NELSON: | would just |like to say
that if this project were to go forward, | would |ike
to see sone salnon mitigation, |ike at Amakdedori

Creek where the dock is proposed, | think, and there
is alittle red salnmon run of only, |ike, 1500 fish,
so it's not very many. But if some nice gravel ponds
could be nmade there, we could boost that runway up
where it would be a commercially viable fish run. |
think there is coho in there as well. But nmainly for
sockeye salnon, | think it could be very beneficial.

And then al so Cook Inlet Aquaculture put
sone fish into Kirschner Lake, which is not too far
away. And maybe if their equipnent is over there,
they could help make a little road up to there where
we could do what we need to do with our fish that we
have up there.

|"ve been over there a lot, and | think
hol di ng that dock out at Amakdedori is going to be
pretty tough, because there is reefs and everything
around there. |'msure they probably would survey it
and everyt hing.

But anyway, it's good to get the plan
out so we can see what we're dealing with and go from
there, | guess. That's about all | have to say.

DANIEL LUSH | started fishing with ny
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famly in 1970 in Cook Inlet. | have fished here for
many years in the summers and in Bristol Bay four
tines now. |'ve owned Bristol Bay permts. | worked
for the Al aska Departnent of Fish & Gane when | was in
college, and | believed in the salnon and the
lifestyle of the people in Western Al aska.

One of the first things | ever believed
in was that | wanted to see the fish stocks inproved.

| later becane a pastor. M belief in
God is very tied up with ny belief that the world
needs to be protected fromnore pollution. M spirit
Is very vexed by the whole idea of a giant corporate
I ndustry in the headwaters of the sal non of the
Nushagak -- I'msorry, of the Kvichak District in
Bri stol Bay.

Therefore, |I'm agai nst playing dice with
the livelihood and the future of the region of Bristol
Bay. That's it.

CLYDE BOYER: Born in Juneau, |'ve lived
I n Sout hcentral Al aska since 1964. And I|I've
traveled -- done a lot of traveling around the worl d,
and wherever there has been big copper mnes and big
gold m nes around streans, the streans are dead and
the people wll suffer. That's exactly what w ||

happen here. There is no way they can engineer it.
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And by the tine a probl em does devel op,
t hose conpanies will be |Iong gone, because it wll
actually take quite a few years for it to happen, and
they won't be around to pay for the cleanup. And the
di saster will have happened to the people of Bristol
Bay and t he people of Al aska, and the people around
the world who eat Al aska sal non will be harned.

DENNI S ANDREWS: | think that this
dr ai nage over there, the Kvichak and Iliama Lake,

t hat whol e watershed there is a gold mne. It's |ike
a kid's nursery rhyne, you know, it's Jack and the
Beanstal k, it's The Goose That Laid the Gol den Eggs,
and putting that thing at risk with a mne of this
scale is truly insane. | nean, it begs the question,
I's anything sacred anynore, or does it always have to
be the noney comes first?

And that m ne over there, one of their
argunents is, or one of their -- they are trying to
get their foot in the door with the snmaller scale
mne. They are going to take and they are going to --
if they can get in there, they will have their foot in
t he door, and they will expand it eventually, expand
it to the full size.

And they tal k about jobs, all these

jobs. If those people could talk, could go over there
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and extract that noney out of the ground and not have
to hire anyone, have it all automated, they would do
just that. They don't really care about the jobs.
They said they want the noney and they have to hire
sone people over there, but the jobs and the econom c
benefits fromthat area far outwei gh the mning.

| guess that's about all | have to say
about it. And | hope to God they don't do it. | hope
to God they don't do it and people are able to shut
that mne down. |It's just so inportant.

SHARON HENRY: A simlar mning area in
Washi ngton state in the Cascade Muntains was m ned a
hundred years ago. The gold was simlar to what they
are taking out, want to take out of Pebble, in that
it's amal gamated gold. It was full of arsenic,
nmercury, and |l ead. That was a hundred years ago.

They just recently did a cleanup of the
area, stirred up all the lead, nercury, and arsenic
again, but a hundred years later, no chinook sal non
are comng up the Sauk River. |It's one of the major
rivers in western Washi ngt on.

Many of us who spent a lot of tine up
t here got cancer. A high proportionate amunt of us
got cancer because we were in | ead, nercury, and

arsenic and didn't realize the danger of it.
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But in this case what |I'm saying is that
In a hundred years, the river did not recover. So
that's basically what's on this. They had to
sacrifice two | akes after the cleanup two years ago in
order to dunp all of the contam nated materials, in
addition to logging an area and di ggi ng an enor nous
pit, which they lined with plastic, and that was a
quote, and filled that pit with the contam nated
materials in addition to the Monte Cristo Lakes, which
t hey sacrificed.

LI SA KREBS: M/ nane is Lisa Krebs, and
|'ve been fishing in Bristol Bay for 25 years now, and
ny husband al so fishes with a drift boat. | setnet.
My daughter has a drift boat. Her husband al so has a
drift boat, and ny son setnets, so | obviously have a
strong famly connection to Bristol Bay.

And ny feelings are that it's inpossible
to have a mne in the area of Bristol Bay. Any kind
of mne there can danmage a very pristine run of fish

that could be conpletely w ped out with any kind of

accident. | don't believe it is possible to have a
mning -- a tailings mne, tailings pond stay intact.
Eventually it will leak, and it will danage forever a

very special area that cannot recover fromthat.

This is a very healthy and renewabl e
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resource where many famlies, nany conmmunities greatly
depend on, and in a way it is also -- these are sal non
cultures, especially in these villages, but even in ny
famly, it is a bit of a salnon culture that ties us
all together. |It's also a very big enployer for the
state, is fisheries.

A mne of this scope will destroy the
sal mon run and would, in turn, destroy these villages
and other famlies that have depended on this fishery.
| cannot inagine a mne of that size and a dam bei ng
permtted. Eventually there would be an accident, and
even with a runor of an accident, it can harmthe
mar kets of Bristol Bay salnon. |[|'mvery nuch agai nst
this mne in this location. Thank you.

GLENN CALDVWELL: M nane is d enn
Caldwell, 1've lived in Honer since 1984. The nost
stunning thing to ne today is that we are here trying
to bring commbn sense to an entity that doesn't seem
t o under st and.

| can't believe that we have to argue to
keep our resources, our waters, our streans safe for
the children that we are raising and the children that
they will be raising. It just doesn't nake sense that
we have to keep arguing about this, all apparently in

the nane of get rich at any cost. | just can't
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believe that we still have to cone down here and ar gue
for commbn sense.

Pl ease protect the waters of Al aska.
They are our lifeblood, our lifestyle, and we want
themto be here forever.

ERNEST SUQJA: Econom c geol ogi sts are
fond of pointing out that if you can't growit, you
have to mne it. Ganted, the world needs copper,
gol d, nolybdenum Does it need the controversi al
Pebbl e M ne?

The question is, do we trade fish for
netal s? Unfortunately, the troubling environnental
hi story of netal mnes is long lasting. Having a
forei gn m ni ng conpany, because of greed and
short-termgain, put at risk a part of Al aska that is

who we are is very short-sided.

The Pebble plan, as | see it, is using
many of the sane failed techni ques of the past. Every
decision wll be nade to benefit Anmerican workers and

American famlies. This is taken from President
Donal d Trunp's inaugural address. Wy help a foreign
country take | ong-1lasting Anerican jobs?

And | know | spoke in generalities, but
sone of the mning techniques that they are using have

failed in the past, and they will fail here in the
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Ring of Fire wwth the earthquakes and just the terrain
itself. It's lending itself for a disaster.

| would be very nuch in favor of the
Pebbl e plan if they posted, say, a hundred billion
dol lar bond to correct sone of the environnental
danmages that they could do and re-conpensate the
people that will be losing their |ivelihoods.

MARK MUNRO | lived in Alaska for 40
years. We make our living commercial fishing in
Bristol Bay. And | also have another busi ness where
we do bear viewing. W have an airplane and we take
peopl e out bear viewng. So both areas that are going
to be inpacted by this proposal are directly going to
i mpact ny livelihood, A in Bristol Bay; and for all
the reasons |I'm sure everyone has said, there is no
way that this mne is not going to detrinentally
affect the sal non fishery over there.

But the Cook Inlet side, you know, where
they are proposing to have the termnal, that's a
pri me bear view ng area where we take people over
there bear viewing. |It's a sustainable business. W
do that all summer long, and they are there to see a
pristine wi | derness experience. And if they were cone
to see a big industrial site such as bei ng proposed,

it's going to degrade their experience pretty heavily.

Peninsula Reporting
110 Trading Bay Dr., Ste. 100, Kenai, AK 99611 907/283-4429




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS - April 11, 2018

15

And | see no reason that they can't just
| eave those resources in the ground for future
generations. Perhaps the sal non stocks will falter
for sone other reason in generations to cone. At that
poi nt they could harvest -- they could nmake a m ne
then. But right nowit's too dangerous.

And | lived through the Exxon Val dez oi
spill, and I saw what i1 ndustry gone wong can do to a
natural environment, and | am adanantly opposed to
t hi s proposal .

STEVE ALBERT: | wanted to present a map
of all of the fish streans, anadronobus and resident,
that are in this project area. | want people to see
this, but I have -- do you have |Internet access?

CATI E BURSCH: As far as suggestions for
the Arnmy Corps of Engineers, it's hard to make
speci fic suggesti ons, because | think nyself and ot her
people don't really trust the process, and we don't
trust the Arny Corps to examne this as thoroughly as
It needs to be exam ned.

That said, something that | think would
help is to try and construct sone nodels, sone actual
3-D nodels for sone of the infrastructure that is
expected to be built, dam size, channel, sedi nent

transport, because | really don't think that just
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nodel ing on a computer is going to tell the Arny Corps
of Engi neers whether the damis big enough or the

saf eguards are safe enough.

And the history of mning will prove
t hat over and over again. So | feel |like for specific
suggestions, | think the Arnmy Corp is going to have to

try sonething new to convince the people that they are
bei ng accurate in their assessnent, because all the

ot her assessnents in the mnes around the world have
fail ed, and things have happened that they said would
never happen.

So | would |like to see the Arny Corps
sl ow down, take sone tine, dig a channel and see how
fast it fills in. You know, do sonething and wait
five years and see what happens before you say yes to
a huge project like that. Mke the m ne prove that
they can do it safely in the real world, not just on
paper. Thank you.

BARB BUZZELLI : | just want to say that
I ' m agai nst Pebble M ne. |[|'magainst the
infrastructure that they are going to be having to
build. It's going to affect the wildlife and the
environnent, not only in Bristol Bay, but it's going
to affect clear into Kachenak Bay.

And t he anmount of noney that they are
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going to have to pour into that to build these roads,
and what it's going to take to get the mnerals out of
there is too evasive, and that open -- whatever they
are going to do with the poison there and store it,
there is just no way they are going to be able to
contain it. They have no record of ever being able to
contain their waste.

And it's not a matter of when -- or it's
not a matter of if, it's when they are going to have
sone danmage happen to it, who knows what it will be,
eart hquake or whatever, and it's just going to poison
t he area.

And | don't believe that they are going
to be held responsible for cleaning it up. And they
shoul d have insurance right here and now to even be
doi ng what they had been doing with their core sanples
and everything that's been goi ng on.

So | don't believe it's worth any jobs
that they say are going to be there. And if they are
shipping this stuff out of the United States, then
it's just not necessary. So | appreciate your tine.

SHANNON McBRIDE-MORIN:  So |'m a
life-long Al askan, and | oppose the Pebble M ne.
support wld sal non, clean fisheries, and natural

habitat. | have spent part of 15 sumers in the area
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next to Amakdedori Beach, so |I have firsthand personal
knowl edge of the area where the proposed port is to go
in.

This is prime brown bear habitat. This
is prime sal non habitat, and wild untouched
W | derness. It should renain protected.

Amakdedori Beach is called by the |ocals
a catcher beach. That's a beach that catches all the
debris fromthe Pacific Ccean. It gets huge surf,
huge storns. This is no place for a port.

The brown bears fromthe world fanous
McNei |l River Brown Bear Sanctuary regul arly pass
t hrough and inhabit this area of Anmkdedori, and they
need to renmain protected. A port will inpact their
habi t at .

Qur famly owns a w |l derness | odge, the
Kachenmak Bay W I derness Lodge, and we are going on 50
years as a snmall fam |l y-owned business. Qur guests
cone fromaround the world to see brown bears and fish
for wild sal non, and everything about this mne wll
hurt our business and hurt our econony and hurt our
conmmuni ty.

| oppose the Pebble M ne. Thank you for
your tine.

MAKO HAGGERTY: |"m fornmer commerci al
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fisherman, so I'mfairly famliar wth the Bristol Bay
area and the fisheries that it produces. This mne is
a direct threat to those sustainabl e jobs.

What | think needs to be part of this
EISisn't how many jobs it's going to produce, but how
many jobs it's going to elimnate. And there is whole
econom es built around the salnon fishery in Bristol
Bay. And those econom es need to be taken into
consi deration as you're elimnating one econony to
replace it theoretically with another econony. But
you' re repl aci ng sustai nabl e econom es with an
unsust ai nabl e econony. That's one of ny concerns.

But we tal k about the jobs, but whole
econom es and whole cultures are built around a
healthy wild salnmon run. Wthout that healthy wild
sal ron run, you've elimnated cultures and you' ve
elimnated economes. So therefore | am absolutely
opposed to it.

I'm-- like | said, I"'mfamliar wth
Bristol Bay area, but I"'malso famliar wth the bear
sanctuaries on the Cook Inlet and see that as another
econony. The bear viewing is becom ng a bigger and
bi gger draw. |It's sustainable. People can conme here
for generations to cone if the bears are healthy.

This road that they are proposing that goes through
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from Anakdedori to Lake Iliama w il disrupt the
heal th of those bears.

So |'m opposed to the road, |' m opposed
to the mne itself, and what I'"'mreally surprised is,
especially from-- as even being considered by the
Arny Corps of Engineers is to put a port in on a
catching beach. In other words, a beach that's open
to the weather. I1t's maybe one of the nost foolish
ideas |'ve heard of in a long tine.

Amakdedori is a catch beach. It catches
weat her and drift fromthe entire North Pacific. And
| haven't gone aground there, but just about everybody
| know that runs boats, fishernen and tenders over in
t he Kam shak Bay area, has gone aground there because
of the unevenness and the shall owness of the waters
over there.

The ot her maybe al nbst hunorous thing is
w appi ng an active volcano wwth a gas line. | think
that's one of the funniest things and funni est ideas
|'ve seen in a long tine.

So I would | ook into the biology of the
bear popul ation and how this road is going to affect
them what the port is going to do of with dredgi ngs
and the channel, the creation of a port where there is

no natural port, what that's going to do; and al so the
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denolition of the wild salnon. That's it for now

ANNA BORLAND- I VY: |'m agai nst the
Pebble Mne. | live in Honer, Al aska, and any
endeavor to that size would destroy our road systenmns.

If they put in a gas pipeline across the
Infet -- Cook Inlet is one of the nbost seismcally
active places on the planet, and that would be a
dangerous reason. |If there were an earthquake, it
woul d be devastating to a gas pipeline.

| ' m agai nst dredgi ng Amakdedori Bay
because it's very close to a wld bear habitat, and it
woul d be devastating to put 178 acres of dredgi ng
tailings on the beach in bear habitat.

| ' magainst a year-round ferry in Lake
Iliama. Lake Iliama needs to freeze and be frozen
because that's what sustains one of the | argest
sockeye runs in the world, so that | ake needs to be
| eft al one.

| also ama Bristol Bay sal non perm:t
hol der, drift fishing. And for this reason |I'm
agai nst building the | argest earthen damin the world
to hold back toxic tailings that would -- an average
eart hquake coul d rel ease toxic waste into the spawning
grounds of our sal non.

Furthernore, |I'm against the need -- the
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hundreds of acres of mne tailings that will be a
result of this mne, which will need to be treated in
perpetuity, which |I know nmeans forever, and there is
no i ndustry that would be willing to treat that water
forever. | know that m ning conpani es go bankrupt all
the tine and do not fulfill their noral obligations,
and | do not suspect that this mning conmpany woul d.

Because |I'ma comercial fisherman in
Bristol Bay, | believe that the |land that they want to
mne on, want to mne, all of that land is already
bei ng used by sal non, by bears, by beavers, by
porcupi ne, by caribou. The land is not enpty, it's
full of wldlife, and any infraction upon this
wildlife is unhealthy for people.

To recap, where |I live and where | work
woul d bot h be negatively inpacted and possibly
devast ated pernanently by the buil ding of Pebble M ne.
Thank you.

AMY CHRI STIANSEN: | have lived in
Homer, Al aska on and off over half of ny life. Just
t he anobunt of industry that this proposed m ne brings
to ny peninsula, the Kenai Peninsula, is horrific.

W have a two-lane scenic highway. The
anount of traffic will be increased. The proposed

huge -- | don't know, it's a power station they are
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going to put in Happy Valley, and the gas |ine
starting in Anchor Point, increased boats the size of
buf fal o and bi gger in ny boat harbor where I own a
smal|l skiff and enjoy going out on the water and
across the bay is horrific.
Just all of it, the increase in the
I ndustry on this Peninsula is not needed nor want ed.
When you go across the Inlet, Anakdedori
Beach is less than a mle away fromthe MNeil R ver
Bear Sanctuary. Those bears belong to the entire
pl anet. They are not sone Pebble M ne Partnership's
bears to just toss to the wayside. They deserve
protection. There is a little industry that is
devoted to bear watching, and this would definitely
af fect them

The salnon run in Bristol Bay is

incredible. [If you' ve ever been out there, you would
know what |'mtal king about. Since | assune nost of
you haven't, | just want to tell you that that ocean

Is alive and teaming. That ocean and that industry
itself provides jobs for over 14,000 Al askans. \What
Pebbl e M ne is proposing is maybe 900 to 2,000 jobs at
this little start-up. It does not weigh into the
anount of protection we need to provide Bristol Bay.

My other conmment about that is they wll

Peninsula Reporting
110 Trading Bay Dr., Ste. 100, Kenai, AK 99611 907/283-4429




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS - April 11, 2018

24

tell you, "Oh, we nmade it lots littler. It's a
smaller mne now" Wll, you don't build a smaller
mne in the mddle of a huge project intentionally
unl ess you plan to nmake that bigger and bi gger and
bi gger. They can't fool ne. | hope they don't fool
you. No Pebble Mne. 1It's the wong mne, it's the
w ong pl ace.

KERRY PLANT: Ckay, first of all, |
di sagree with the Pebble M ne Project for nore than
one reason. The main thing is up in Bristol Bay, that
Is the biggest fishing industry in the world, which
contributes to hundreds and thousands of people here
in Al aska, not just the fishernen, but the ones who
supply everything for the fishernen.

If this m ne goes through, No. 1, if we
have an earthquake the sanme magni tude as 1964, it wll
devastate that place and the consequences are going to
be deadly to everyone.

Anot her thing is if the governnment lets
this go through, not only wll that show everybody in
the state of Al aska that our governnent is nessed up,
it will also take away our opportunity for the
Per mmnent Fund, because that is exactly what's goi ng
to happen, not only the mne, but they will also take

away our Permanent Funds. And to ne these are the
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I mportant things that the people of Al aska deserve to
have a right to say so at this tine.

There is no need for this mne to go in.
All it is is benefitting everyone except Al aska.
That's pretty nuch all 1've got to say.

MEGHAN GERVAIS: M/ nanme is Meghan
CGervais, | live in Honer, and | run a sal non boat in
Bri stol Bay.

" mvery concerned about this mne from
a nunber of -- for a nunber of reasons. The first one
Is the divergent of water from sal non streans and
addi ng back of water, even if it's treated, back into
streans. But sal non use -- we know that sal non are
very sensitive to even snmall amounts of chemcals in
the water. It affects their ability to m grate.

So the main -- okay, I'msorry -- |I'm
also going to wite this all out.

Also really |I'm concerned about the
tailings pond that will be there into perpetuity with
that water with high acid levels that will have to be
treated forever. Considering how seismcally active
this regionis, | think that's a grave concern

A coupl e of springs ago there was an
earthquake in May that | felt here in Homer that shook

ny house. And | talked to ny friends in Chignik and
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they felt it. And then | talked to ny friends in the
boatyard in Dillingham and they felt it too. That's
a lot of seismc energy, and that was a relatively
small quake. I'mreally concerned about the seismc
activity and what that neans for a big tailings dam
and potential release of toxic material into our
wat er s.

The second main thing I'mconcerned
about, aside fromthe mne site, is | just was hearing
about this passage that they are planning on dredgi ng
that's four mles long. And |I'm curious what the
bottomis |like there and how much fill there is going
to be from sedi nent com ng back in there.

| watch the D |lingham harbor get
dredged out every single year, and it just fills back
in. And | know there is a lot of sedinent in Cook
Inlet, and | think that that -- the potential for that
to fill back inis significant as well as -- | think
it's really inmportant to be aware of what is living in
that zone that's being dredged, if there is scall ops
there, what's living there on the bottom what's going
to be affected by that dredging.

And then the third main thing is if
there is a major failure and the sal non are affected,

that's going to affect everybody that lives in the
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And then there is this group of people
t hat has not been considered in a cultural sense, and
that's the fishernen. And they are hard to pin down
because we're only there seasonal ly, but we represent
sonething really special and unique and culturally
important wiwth a | ot of |ocal know edge that would go
away really fast if the fish weren't there and we all
just dispersed to the world.

We have know edge of weather and tides
and the salnon mgration, and that's a big deal. And
that needs to be considered along with how the Native
peopl e have been considered, just the fishernen's
cultural identity is significant.

| think I'"mgood for now |'ve said
enough words, thanks.

ROBERTA HI GHLAND: The Cor ps of
Engi neers is wasting our tine and taxpayer's nobney,
after giving us 11 days to prepare. And | m ssed the
January 5th notice, so April 1st is when | went, "Oh,
boy. "

Ckay, | feel hel pless and powerl ess.
This is a declaration of war on the environnment. The
total inpact, not bits and pieces, the size of the

areas i npacted is huge.

27
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|'"mgoing to ask the Corps to do the
best job you ve ever done in your |life. This being
one of the nost egregi ous devel opnents in one of the
ri chest environments in the world, one of the | argest
i ntact wetl ands and ecosystens in the worl d.

Your history is poor when it cones to
environnental protection. |In fact, | have heard there
has never been a permt application you have deni ed.

| have been doi ng environnent al
protection work for over 30 years. M ning has one of
the worst histories for environmental disasters
frequently, with little consequences, because half the
time they have al ready decl ared bankruptcy and | eft
the scene a toxic wastel and. Guess who has to |live
t hrough the di saster and pay for the ness? Us, the
t axpayers.

The Corps is a part of the problem not
the solution. You are the ones that okay these
potential, frequent, real disasters. This has to stop
and you have the power to stop it before it happens.

| have not taken or had the tine to get
out nmy reans of paperwork fromten years of fighting
this horrific mne. You start with a 30-day comment
time on a mne that EPA studied for three years and

decl ared conpletely inconpatible with the Bristol Bay
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region? | don't understand how it could have been 30
days for sonething like this. W now have until June
29t h, thank goodness, because this is a huge wetl| ands
area wth the |l argest red salnon fishery in the world.

' mso angry right now !l can hardly
wite or speak. | usually try to remain civil with
agenci es, but | have been pushed to ny breaki ng point.
You have the power and facts. EPA has done so nuch
that | don't think another expensive study has to be
done.

You stand between us and the Nunmber 45
Adm ni stration and Scott Pruitt, the nost fri ghtening
group of people | have ever w tnessed at the hel m of
our great nation.

Do | care nore about the environnent
than | do people? Yes, because a cl ean, sustainable
environnent -- w thout a cl ean, sustainable
envi ronnent, we have nothing, so the environnent has
to cone first.

The four Es, environnent, econony,
energy, and ethics nmust be considered. |If those had
been used at the very begi nning, 14-plus -- | guess
it's 20 years ago, all the tinme, noney, and personal
energy woul d not have been needed. This horrendous

proj ect woul d never have even got started.
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You bet | am enotional, enotional, and
I|"moutraged. Kind of like that, we're outraged.
Normally we don't get too crazy.

Ch, yeah, clinmate change and ocean
acidification are taking their toll. Warm ng oceans
are going to change everything. The nore northern
ranges for wild salnon will have a higher |ikelihood
of surviving. The Bristol Bay area has to be
protected nore than ever, which neans no, hell no, to
Pebbl e.

And |' m wondering who the boss, the top
boss of the -- the top boss of the Corps of Engi neers,
who m ght that person be? You don't know? Well, al
righty then. | wll find out and go fromthere.

You will be getting lots of comments
fromnme witten before June 29th. And I wll have
gone through all this debacle fromhell. Thank you.

M KE MOSLEY: | am opposed to the Pebble
M ne because of the fragile ecosystem because of the
flora and fauna at risk, because of the Native or
I ndi genous ways that would be put at risk.

We don't need gold, particularly as a
national security crisis that we currently have, that
this is conpletely optional for us. That the jobs

that were created won't offset the jobs that could be
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lost if there were an environnental disaster. | don't
believe that there could be guarantees that an
environnental disaster won't happen. | also don't
bel i eve that a conplete renedi ati on of the ecosystem
is possible, especially at the scale of this mne.

| believe that that area bel ongs to not
only this generation, but also generations in the
future, not 40 years fromnow, not 80 years from now,
but 500 years fromnow It would be wonderful if
people that live in this area could still appreciate
and enjoy that ecosystemas it has been for the
mllennium That's it.

Rl CHARD GQUSTAFSON: My nane is Richard
Gustafson, | live at 1039 Barnett Pl ace, Honer,
Al aska. Senator Stevens put it well when he was still
alive, "Wong mne, wong place."

| retired fromFish & Gane with over
30-sonme odd years of service wth the departnent. |
started ny career in Bristol Bay, so | amreally
famliar with the Bristol Bay area.

Every little rivulet, little water in
Bristol Bay rears fish. The current proposal to start
at Amakdedori Beach with a road and run that road al
the way to Lake Iliama and across Lake Iliama to the

mne site has lots of risk for the sal non streans in
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the area. The dust fromthe transportation will play
havoc with those streans.

The reason Bristol Bay is so productive
is that it has the best water anyplace in the state.
This project will inpact not only Bristol Bay's sport,
subsi stence, and commercial fisheries, it also affects
fisheries in Cook Inlet.

Cook Inlet -- it wll affect seine
fisheries in Cook Inlet. The proposed pipeline to
support this mne runs right through scall op beds,
tanner crab habitat, and king crab, the few king crab
t hat we have left.

The inmpacts to -- we have a bear view ng
I ndustry that has grown here, and it wll be --

i npacts to that will be trenendous as well. Statew de
it will have an affect on salnon's -- on Alaska's wld
sal nron product. It is a very bad idea to do this.

The Arny Corps of Engineers really needs to | ook at

all aspects of that.

On the Honer side, they wll be using
gas from Cook Inlet. And the gas from Cook Inlet, we
just did get gas here a few years back. And prior to
that they were tal king that we woul dn't even have
enough gas for us.

So | don't see how this can possibly be
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good for Honmer. It's a tourist industry, the sal non
I ndustry, and fishing in general. | urge you to say
no to Pebble. And I will be submitting witten
commrent on ny own after this. Thank you.

JOE SVYMBERSKY: |I'mjust -- | just want
to note that I'ma 38-year resident of Honer, and I
both comrercial fish in Bristol Bay and now | ' m a
charter guy working out of Honer.

There is a couple concerns | have, and
probably one of the big ones is where you're putting
t hat dock. | can't pronounce the nane, but where
you're putting the port over by Kam shak and Kani shak
Bay. It's awfully close to the McNeil Canyon bear
habitat. It's awfully close to Augusti ne vol cano that
is a very active volcano. And it just doesn't seem
like it's a good -- it's alnost |ike the people, when
they built the Drift R ver Term nal right bel ow
Redoubt vol cano, they realized |ater on what a big
m stake that was. So that's one of the concerns |
have.

Anot her concern | have is the dredging
and the scal |l op beds over by Augustine and the habitat
destruction that would be a result of that.

| al so have a concern about the

i ncreased fl ow of both boat traffic and hunman traffic
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to Honer if the Honer -- if for sone reason Honer
becones one of the major ports of this endeavor, which
it probably will being that we're really the only port
i n Cook Inlet.

Havi ng fished Bristol Bay and havi ng
seen what a wonderful fishery it is, it's really a
shane that they are building this mne at the
headwaters in one of the |largest salnon fisheries in
t he worl d.

Basically it's a bad idea, and | just
wanted to voice ny concern and give vocal testinony
because I'm not very conmputer literate. And that
about suns it up.

PH L BRUDIE: |'m against the project in
general. |1'ma comercial fisherman. It strikes ne
that it's going to be very difficult to protect the
wat ershed in Bristol Bay. But | want to speak to ny
expertise, which is the Kam shak Bay term nal .

| fished over there for 15 or 20 years,
still have a seine permt there, and I'mfairly
famliar with the country. | fished Anakdedori Beach
quite a few years as part of the run going to Chenik,
goi ng i nto Cheni k Lake. That ground over there, or
the water over there is incredibly rough. The depth

Is very shallow, and it seens rather inconceivable to
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think of a four-and-a-half m |l e channel bei ng put
there with the anmobunt of weather that they are going
to see. The weather there is ice driven by the
20-foot variation in tides. | think it would scour
and fill in. It would have to be dredged continually.

Amakdedori Beach is a surf beach, and
their plans | ook inmpossible to be successful given
what | know about the conditions. Way too much
weat her, and they have no breakwater or way to protect
their boats. | think that the bottomin many of the
pl aces in this channel is rock and woul d have to be
bl asted. Disposal of the spoils is going to be a
massi ve i ssue.

Amakdedori Creek is a salnon creek. It
has sockeye in the early part of the season, pinks,
and then a very beautiful silver streamin the fall.

Also | noticed the gas, proposed gas
pi pel i ne com ng south of Augustine Island, | believe,
Is going to go through the heart of the scallop
grounds. It's an inportant fishery here. | think
t hose are the points.

JEFF M DDLETON: Well, quite a few
things I'mkind of worried about. They tal k about
dredgi ng out a harbor 50-feet deep, 400-feet w de, and

they don't nmention the fact that it wll probably need
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to be re-dredged every few years.

And | did read that they are digging and
excavati ng another 170 acres to put the dredge
material in and supposedly use that naterial for the
road. But it would probably be about half unsuitable
for the road. So all of a sudden there is not only
that that -- you know, only so much, so that woul d be
extra, and where is that going to go?

And then the dredging, every place
around here, you know, you can't just dig a 50-foot
trench and expect it not to fill in. So there is
t hat .

And al so earthquakes affecting both --
just inpact down by the |landing, and also wth the
spoils pile, you know, that could turn |Ioose with a
lot of rain and it could get into the streans.

And then they tal k about jobs. There is
150 full-tine jobs, but -- excuse ne, 850, but how
many of them are going to be brought up from sonewhere
el se? You know, there is no guarantee.

And then in the fishing industry, there
is probably 13-, 14,000 jobs. So we'll |ose a |ot of
them So, you know, the job thing isn't optim zed.

And the bear viewwng is -- it's going to

affect the bears and it's going to affect a | ot of
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peopl e out of Homer and other places, so it wll have
an i npact on Honer. And | haven't heard yet how Honer
is going to play. There could be nore activity in
Honer, and, you know, are we ready for that?

So anyway -- and also they -- of course,
they are going to start off with this little 20-year
job, this little section now Wth all the
infrastructure they are buil ding, you know t hey are
going to keep going. So it could be, like, you know,
a 60-year job. And it seened like it would change
t hat area forever for the worst.

Yeah, | don't think it's a good pl ace
for a mne, and even though -- you know, | don't fish.
Il live in Honer. Anyway, that's pretty nmuch what |'ve
got .

ANDREA VAN DI NTHER: Maj or changes to
t he Pebbl e Partnership Mne plan, specifically in the
transportation corridor to Amakdedori Cove,
necessitate a major review of its inmpact on brown
bears and | ocal sal non.

The proximty of proposed new roads,
facilities, port, and dredging so close to the | arge
concentration of brown bears that gather in the MNei
Refuge area call for additional attention.

Additionally, the proposed project nust
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address the inpacts of the McNeil River Visitor
Program one of the premere wildlife view ng prograns
in the world that has been in place since 1973.

The proposal to put the deep water port
so cl ose to the boundary of the gane sanctuary woul d
undoubtedly create a negative inpact on both the bears
of the McNeil area that make up this unique
congregation as well as the visitors to the sanctuary
ref uge who appreci ate w | derness and solitude.

Possi bl e direct affects on bear
popul ati on woul d be i ncreased noise | evel from
construction, which may deter bears fromcomng to
McNeil River Falls, a prine view ng area.

Dr edgi ng of f Amakdedori Beach nmy affect
school i ng sal nron or Dolly Varden before they run up
Cheni k Creek, McNeil River, and Mkfik Creek. MNei
bears are known to eat fish in these as well as other
stream systens in the area. Noise fromincreased
| arge vessel traffic boats noving product fromthe
term nal at Amakdedori to the Kenai Peninsula could
af f ect bear behavi or and change or end the use of
McNeil River by bears.

It's likely that there will be increased
contact between bears that use McNeil River and humans

outside the McNeil River programthat could result in
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food conditioning of bears or direct bear nortality by
I nt ol erant humans.

The proposed road, resulting traffic,
and human presence woul d fragnment the habitat and
bi sect the traveled corridor for bears who use
resources in the McNeil Refuge and sanctuary.

Any industrial facility, especially in
the heart of bear country, increases the |ikelihood of
bears becom ng food-conditioned, and thus reduce
safety for visitors in the refuge and the sanctuary.

Di sturbance and di spl acenent of bears
due to increased noise or changes in food resources in
surroundi ng areas may di m ni sh the high-val ue visitor
experience now associated with McNeil River.
| ncreased airborne noise could di mnish the high-val ue
vi sitor experience now associated with MNeil .

| ncreased wat er borne noi se coul d affect
di stribution and abundance of marine fauna di m ni shing
t he hi gh-val ue visitor experience.

Direct or indirect effects of the
proposed project on bears that use the McNeil River
woul d al so affect the visitor program D spl acenent
of bears would reduce the nunber of bears viewed by
people resulting in a dimnished view ng experience

and threat to the visitor program
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Direct nortality of bears from humans
woul d affect the i nmedi ate popul ati on of bears using
McNeil River. Because the view ng programfor hunan
visitors at McNeil is structured around consi stency of
bear behavi or, especially brown bears, nany bears
usi ng the area have becone habituated over tine.

The habi tuati on extends i nto subsequent
generati ons as young bears typically follow their
not her' s feedi ng- and- hone-range patterns. Thus a | ess
I mredi at e, though nore serious, decrease in bears
using McNeil River could also be a result of this
proposed Pebble M ne, Partnership M ne Project.

My ot her concerns include that of the
eagles and the narine nanmmal s that use the area. [|I'm
particul arly concerned about Bel ugas, because they are
so protected in the area. That's it.

HUDSON LOBOY: Just worried about bears,
eagles, and Belugas. That's it.

DREW HAM LTON:  Maj or changes to the
Pebbl e Partnership M ne plan, specifically in the
transportation corridor to Amakdedori Cove,
necessitate major review of its inpact on brown bears.
The proximty of proposed new roads, facilities, port,
and dredging so close to the | argest congregation of

brown bears anywhere on Earth requires additional
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attenti on.

The proposed project nust address
i npacts on the McNeil Visitor Program one of the
premiere wildlife view ng prograns in the world
operating since 1973.

The proposal to put a deep water port so
close to the boundary of the gane sanctuary and refuge
woul d undoubtedly creat a negative inpact on both the
bears in the McNeil area that nmake up this elite
congregation as well as visitors to the sanctuary and
ref uge who appreci ate w | derness and solitude.

The dredgi ng off the Amakdedori Beach
may affect the nunber of sal non that go up Cheni k
Creek, McNeil River, and Mkfik Creek. MNeil bears
are known to eat in these as well as other streans in
t he area.

Noi se | evel fromincreased | arge vesse
traffic could affect bear behavi or and change the use
of McNeil R ver by bears.

It is likely there wll be increased
contact between bears that use McNeil River and humans
outside the McNeil River Programthat could result in
food conditioning of bears or direct bear nortality by
I nt ol erant humans. Food-conditi oned bears going into

the sanctuary woul d cause a safety risk to visitors in
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t he area.

| ncreased ai rborne noise could di mnish
t he high visitor value now associated with MNeil
Ri ver. Displacenent of bears would reduce the nunber
of bears viewed by people resulting in a dimnished
view ng experience. Direct nortality of bears from
humans woul d affect the i nmedi ate popul ati on of bears
using McNeil River.

Because the view ng program for hunman
visitors at McNeil River is structured around
consi stency of behavi or, nmany bears using the area
have becone habituated over tine. The habituation
extends to subsequent generations as young bears
typically follow their nother's feeding-and-honme-range
patterns, and thus a | ess i medi ate, though nore
serious, decrease in bears using McNeil River could
also be a result of this proposed possi bl e Pebble
Partnership M ne Project.

| personally have seen many bears that
frequent the McNeil River State Gane Sanctuary and
Ref uge at Anakdedori Beach over a six-year span. And
that will do it.

BOB MOORE: Anakdedori is the site of a
previ ous habitation, so therefore it should be

considered a historical site, and that would conflict
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wWth the establishnent of a port down there.

| am opposed to issuing a permt for
Pebbl e for the follow ng reasons. M nes neither have
records or reputation of avoiding contam nation. |
grew up in the state of West Virginia, and |I've never
seen a streamdownhill froma mne that wasn't
contamnated. It would sonetines turn yellow, fish
woul d be upside down, crawfish would be |lying on the
banks, so it's not a good thing.

No. 2, the m ne |location would be in one
of the nost active earthquake zones in the world, and
to do that | think is irresponsible.

No. 3, the proposed port is
approximately 25 mles from M. Augustine, which is an
active volcano. It erupted in 1976 and 1986, it's due
for another turn.

Wldlife on Cook Inlet side would be
severely inpacted, potentially critically. And that
doesn't only apply to brown bears, but bl ack bears,
noose, wolves. | spent six summers on the west side
of Cook Inlet as a commerci al fisherman, and |I know
t hat even one person nmakes a difference. So putting
800 of them over there is going to be a trenmendous

I mpact .

No. 5, the tides and currents are
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extrenme, they are dangerous, and they are destructive
in Cook Inlet. 1'mnot sure that Pebble M ne or
anyone else is prepared for the consequences of sone
of those storns.

No. 6, a near pristine environnent and
dr ai nage system cannot be returned to origi nal
condi ti ons when damaged or destroyed. And | think
that should be a requirenment that it be returned to
original condition.

No. 7, salnon require cold, clear water
to propagate and survive. M nute anobunts of
contam nates are enough to ruin large areas. It
al ways goes downstream

No. 8, Al aska voters voted "no Pebbl e"
by a margin of 2 to 1. Al precincts in Al aska passed
that initiative.

No. 9, a razor clam hole, when dug, wll
be conpl etely unrecogni zable within 24 hours, or two
cycles of the tide. A ditch with 35 mllion cubic
yards sub-bottomnmaterial wll do the sane thing only
alittle slower.

No. 10, fish and m nes are inconpati bl e.
Tradi ng a renewabl e resource that has endured for
mllennia for a non-renewable gold m ne which is

tenporary is asinine.
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| have the foll ow ng recommendati ons for
the Corps of Engineers. No. 1, vote no. No. 2, if no
is not an option, A require a surety bond agai nst the
| oss for the next 3,000 years.

B, require insurance froma non-Pebbl e
conpany such as Lloyd's of London or sonmeone who has
the resources to pay up when this goes bad.

C, renove one mllion cubic yards of
dredge material fromlower Cook Inlet and see how | ong
it takes for the tides to fill up and then neasure the
mat eri al and the tine.

D, require insurance on every stream and
| ake agai nst any contam nati on.

E, require returning land and water to
original condition and renove all vestiges of m ne and
i nfrastructure. Thank you, sir.

NATALI A MJULAWA:  So |' m opposed to the
Pebbl e M ne because no mne wll be safe in this area,
and damage to the ecosystem watershed, econony, and
community will be irreversible.

The nmain reasons | oppose the Pebble
Mne in Bristol Bay is first we are tal ki ng about the
| ast biggest salnmon run in the world. There is 70
mllion sal nobn spawning in Bristol Bay watershed every

year. W cannot afford losing it.
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Hi gh toxic waste produced by Pebble M ne
wll have irreversible inpact on the environnent.
There is no single Pebble Mne in the world that did
not have a violation or an accident. The wastewater
produced is acid form ng and highly toxic, full of
heavy netals that fish, especially salnon, is very
sensitive to.

Peopl e m ght make errors, equi pnent
failures, and there is no way to safeguard at this
time with currently avail abl e technol ogy.

Also the fact that the waste from m ne
Wil need to be treated indefinitely is very
di sturbing. Pebble Partnership will be there for 20
years, as they say, but who will operate the treatnent
pl ant for next hundreds or thousands of years? WII

we require Pebble Partnership to secure funds for a

mllion years to cone just for waste treatnent?
Rel ease of any untreated waste w ||l nmean
the end of sal non runs as we know, with billions of

dollars in economc |oss and 14, 000 jobs at stake.
But even w thout accident, treated wastewater w ||
have el evated | evels of heavy netals in themthat may
not affect fish imedi ately, but heavy netals tend to
accunmul ate in fish's flesh and will increase wth

years of production.
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WIl local tribes be able to fish, to
eat fish that's left, if there is any left, or wll
| ocal communities be advised to limt the anount of
fish they can eat, |ike around Donlin Gold M ne, due
to high | evel heavy netal concentration? Since |ocal
tribes rely heavily on fish as a nain source of
protein, what inmpact on their culture and future
generations wll it have? And when the fish declines,
other wildlife feeding on the fish will decline al so.

Anot her problem wi th Pebble M ne for ne
is the location. W all realize we live in a
seismcally active area. A mne of any size with
toxic waste is not safe, it's insane. Any tidal
changes and extrene weat her conditions just add to the
pr obl em

If the oil conpani es operating in Cook
Inl et for decades have troubl e navigating extrene
weat her and tidal conditions, how would the biggest
Pebble Mne in the world prepare for that? Has there
been any study if a running ice breaker barge wll be
even feasible or possible?

Anot her problemis inpact on jobs and
econony. Pebble declares that they are going to
create 1,000 jobs to operate the mne. How many of

those jobs will be Al askan jobs? And why are we
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putting 14, 000 Al askan jobs at stake? Because that's
how nmany peopl e work around Bristol Bay.

Anot her thing is inpact on our traffic.
Do we have infrastructure for that? W do not. Wo
pays for fixing roads every spring? 1It's us, our
taxes. The roads will be so nuch nore utilized and
damaged on our di ne.

At this nonment traffic is busy on the
Sterling H ghway during the summer season, and they
want to add nore heavy-duty trucks, that's just crazy.

Al so increased traffic in Kachemak Bay
and Cook Inlet wll have extraordinary inmpact on
wldife. Beluga whale population is declining every
year. Additional noise and traffic will only nake the
situation worse. WIIl it have al so inpact on sal non
and ot her fish species? W need to do studies on
t hat .

Anot her problemis popul ati on
fragnmentation, especially when it cones to brown bears
and noose who are very highly popul ated in that area.
Bui |l ding a road through that area will stop mgration
of bears, npose, and reindeers. And how are they
going to keep the roads, which they are going to build
on the other side, safe in the winter? WII| they put

sand, salt, or chemcals on it? Wat inpact wll that
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have on surroundi ng wet | ands?

Also the mne will require | arge anounts
of water taken fromthe watershed. 1Is the inpact on
the water |l evels going to be studied to see if
extracting anounts of water needed will not negatively
I mpact sal non passageways and popul ati on of our own?

And how would it inpact -- how w |l the

port, Amakdedori Port, inpact conpanies doing --
making a living in that area doing wildlife tours? 1Is
that area going to be out of reach, or are they still
going to be able to make their noney? That's pretty

nmuch what | got.

ANDERS GUSTAFSON: | guess we were asked
to speak on the dredge and fill issues the nbost. I'm
sure there is a mllion things.

But nost specifically | wanted to talk
about the Koktuli River. |[|'ve guided on the Koktuli
Ri ver for 20 seasons consecutively, and the Koktuli
River is one of the main rivers for the production of
ki ng sal non on the Nushagak system It's one of the
main tributaries.

And one of ny big concerns with the
studi es that have been done with the m ne over the
| ast ten years that |I've worked on it is that their

boundary for study has never been far enough down the

Peninsula Reporting
110 Trading Bay Dr., Ste. 100, Kenai, AK 99611 907/283-4429




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS - April 11, 2018

50

river to really include the prine king sal non spawni ng
habitat. And all the water flow issues that would
cone wth these dredging, filling, renoving water out
of the north fork and/or south fork of the Koktuli

Ri ver would leave, in ny estimation, a detrinent to

t he ki ng sal non popul ation, the state of Al aska's
state fish, one of our prized fisheries in the state
that we're trying to protect everywhere.

Here we have a very healthy river that
pr oduces between 10- to 15, 000 ki ng sal non returning
in a year. And | would be concerned if we renoved any
percentage of the water or used that water or had it
behi nd the tailings i nmpoundnent or any kind of risk to
that fishery.

My ot her concern for dredge and fill in
the area is the concern of the water table that was
shown in the Pebble science early on that the water
fl ows underneath the ground between Tal ari k Creek and
the south fork of the Koktuli River. The water would
fl ow underground between the two water systens.

So just showi ng an exanple of the very,
very conplicated water table structure in that region,
and | have a great concern for contam nations
travel i ng subsurface, out of sight, out of mnd,

downhill into either drainage.

Peninsula Reporting
110 Trading Bay Dr., Ste. 100, Kenai, AK 99611 907/283-4429




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS - April 11, 2018

51

And there has been tal k about staying
out of the Talarik drainage, but | just don't see that
could be possible if the two water drai nage systens
are connected underground. | would like a | ot of
study on that.

The other piece of that that | think is
Il mportant is to consider sone of the enpl oynment source
for that area and the use of the whole area as part of
the Bristol Bay fisheries reserve, which was created
in 1972 to protect the fishery and was anended by
initiative several years ago that | worked on.

And t he purpose of that was to protect

t he sal non spawni ng habitat in the entire region.
This project sits right in the heart of that reserve.
So the effects of this project to a state-established
boundary area, the first and only reserve that | know
of in Alaska or Anerica, would be of great concern to
me as well.

In scoping -- I"'mtrying to think what
el se here. WIlIl, one of the other things to think
about, wildlife considerations in the Koktuli drainage
is that it's been known for nany years to have very
| ar ge noose, a | arge popul ati on of npbose, and cari bou
spawni ng -- excuse nme, caribou calving grounds are in

that area in the upper reaches. |'ve seen up to
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200,000 caribou in the area originally. 1In the late
"90s to now, very, very few.

' mvery concerned as to what the
infrastructure would do to any of these terrestrial
creatures as well as the sal non, know ng the whol e
systemis connect ed.

CGetting a really firmgrasp on that |
think there is an incredi ble anmunt of econom c
opportunity with the king fishing and all of the
hunting in that area that's been the mainstay of the
econony in that region for so |long, that there woul d
be a ot of side effects to that as well. That would
be one of ny main concerns.

In general, the disposal process, the
production of the dredge and fill naterial, whether
it's done with trucks, explosions, whatever they are
goi ng to use, the possible contam nation to the
ecosystemin the region fromthe w nds, the very
strong w nds and weat her that we get, the high rains
in the fall, | think there is extrene weather events
t hat happen in that region that everybody who |ives
there is famliar with, or works there, that would be
a concern when we're tal ki ng about any ki nd of
tailings inpoundnent, enbanknents, or contai nment of

wat er .
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The other thing I think about on the
wat er and the dredge and fill is that that mne site
sits above Lake Iliama. And if gravity has its way,
it will eventually nmake its way to the south into the
Lake Iliama region as well, the |largest incubator of

sockeye salnon in the worl d.

I would also |like to have in the scoping

the inpact to the fresh water seals in Lake Iliama be
verified and looked at. | think that's really
I mportant. Maybe not as much for protection of a

speci es, but the possible opportunities for that, for

econom ¢ advancenent for the region and the

communities. It's areally good thing for them

Boy, | could just go on forever. This
I's crazy.

The water flow, | would like to know the

water rights status of the rivers in the area, the

I mpacts to those water rights that have been applied
for and have not been adjudicated. W0 stands in

whi ch order and what is the priority, and how can sone
of these fol ks who have been downstream and have no

I dea of these things taking place still maintain their
rights to their clean water to their communities for
their livelihoods if so much of the upper headwaters

of these systens is displaced or altered in any status
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in any way? This is a pretty delicate tundra
ecosystemthat can really be affected by a chain
reaction fromthe change.

| also -- is this -- they asked about
dredge and fill. But are they -- is it anything that
runs all the way along the corridor right to Honer and
everything as well, | think? So this is crazy.

| would |ike to think about the power
and gas infrastructure and what that's going to nean
to this comunity. Living in Homer and spendi ng ny
sumrers in Bristol Bay, |I'mkind of split between
bot h.

The i nmpacts, the social inpacts that --
the influx, the devel opnent of these | arge capacity
power generation and gas transfer, what that will have
to the econony in this region, gas prices for folKks,
just conpetition for resources, conpetition for
recreation, conpetition for limted housing, all those
effects that are going to be human felt here on this
Si de.

As a king salnon and halibut fisherman
in the area, | would also like to know the risks to
waters of Cook Inlet with the transferring of a gas
line. | think that that's going to take incredible

scrutiny to make sure that that resource is safe.
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And t hen the whol e Anakdedori dredge and
bay, | guess | don't know enough about that other than
I think maintaining sonething like that in this
hydrol ogy in this ecosystemis going to be difficult
at best, if not inpossible. So I'd |love to see how
they are going to look into the inpacts of that.

The other inpacts | want to nention in
the whole region of the Bristol Bay Fisheries Reserve
is the cultural inpacts to the people and the cul tural
i npacts to the Native peoples and al so the fol ks that
make their living there in the summer, gui des, cooks,
| odge owners, pilots. It's an incredi bly conpl ex
econony there that's been built over many, nany
decades. And having a large industrialization
facility in the center of that econom c hub, the
I npacts need to be discussed nore thoroughly as to how
that's going to affect the tourismeconony in the
regi on.

Yeah, | feel like |I'"mtapping nyself out
already. | can supply nore witten when | cone up
with themas well, too, right? You' re not all owed
one -- at any tine you can add nore comments, right?
So | feel pretty good about giving you what | gave you
so far.

DAVE APLIN. M nane is Dave Aplin. |I'm
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from Honer, Alaska, and I'mhere to testify with
regard to the Corps of Engi neers scopi ng process for
t he Pebbl e M ne.

First of all, I"mconcerned with the
public process that has been outlined and i npl enent ed
here. | think that it's a shamto consider the fact
that mnes |like the Donlin Mne close to Bethel has
taken nearly a decade to permt. It's a smaller mne,
a snmaller footprint, and a potential smaller inpact to
the region, and it's taken a decade.

And it woul d appear that the current
adm nistration in the Corps of Engineers is pressing a
very inportant process too quickly and w t hout
adequat e data and research to nake a consi dered
deci si on.

The first and probably nost inportant
concern of mne is with regard to the |ack of an
out si de i ndependent econom c analysis of the viability
of the mne. | think there is w despread concern that
the quality of the ore, the anmbunt of effort in
extracting that ore, and the huge infrastructure
devel opnent will nake this m ne not economcally
f easi bl e.

| think it's the responsibility of the

Corps of Engineers to demand that an i1 ndependent
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econom ¢ anal ysis be conpl eted before the permtting
process begi ns.

| say that for two reasons. Should this
m ne be permtted on this accel erated schedul e w t hout
adequat e anal ysis of the econom cs of the project, the
outconme could result in the coll apse of Northern
Dynasty and its partners. Should there be a coll apse
in the mne partway through devel opnent, | think the
environnent al danage and the potential risk to the
ecosystem the commercial fisheries, and the
comruni ties downstreamis untenabl e.

As we know, sulfide ore mnes require
that the overburden, or at least the rock in the
vicinity of the ore bearing deposits are required to
be subnerged under water behind a containnent damin
order to prevent the devel opnent of acid m ne waste.

A bankrupt Pebbl e Limted Partnership,
Nort hern Dynasty, and whatever partners they are able
to round up, if that project is defunct, the burden of
t he mai nt enance of what ever damage has been done to
t he envi ronnent and what ever responsibilities there
are to protect the environnent, for instance in
mai nt ai ni ng the contai nnent dans, is transferred to
t he public and adds substantial and unacceptable risk

to the people downstream and to the American public
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t hat depend on the region for sal non and ot her
resour ces.

The other alternative | see, should this
m ne not be economcally feasible, is the demand or
the application for an expansion of the mine. This is
not unprecedented. There are dozens of m nes around
the country that have gone back for secondary and
tertiary and sonetines even nore permtting to expand
the mne and the m ne footprint.

My concern is that this is a cynical
strategy, an elephant trunk under the circus tent flap
approach to receive permts for a snaller mne
footprint, which by the way, it still exceeds the
EPA' s recommendations as found in the final
determ nation of their watershed assessnent and their
process that led to their 404(c) C ean Water Act
determ nation. But | digress.

My point is that should a m ne be
permtted, we're facing the potential of a coll apse of
the m ning conpany should it not be econom cally
vi abl e, or the unfortunate circunstance where the
m ni ng conpany asks to expand the m ne, the m ne
footprint, to capture nore of the value of the ore
deposit. So that's concern No. A

| have ot her concerns as well. The
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secondary is the conpression of this process. It
appears that the -- fromreports, that the Corps of
Engi neers is anxious to conplete this process within
t he next 22 nonths.

| would reiterate that that is
unacceptable for a mne of this size and scale with
the potential inpacts that this mne has. Especially
only to the fact that the Pebble Limted Partnership
in their permt application has provided grossly
I nadequat e i nformati on and data descri bing the scope
and scale of the project and the potential inpacts to
the environnent, to |local communities, and to the
regi on's econony.

| would call attention to the new ferry
system which has apparently been proposed. | have
not been able to determ ne any data that considers the

I npacts of that ferry system of the potential inpacts

to the ecosystemand fishery, of a spill of ore or
fuel or other materials into Lake I|liamma.
Lake Iliama is the home to sone uni que

nat ural resources that demand additional research to
understand the potential inpacts of the m ne. These
woul d i nclude the freshwater seals of the | ake and

al so the shore spawni ng sal non that use the islands in

the northern end of Lake Iliama to reproduce.
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These are a uni que population with a
uni que strategy for reproduction, and need to be
preserved, as well as all of the other sal non
popul ati ons that use the | ake for spawning, breeding,
and growth, especially in their fry stage.

If the Pebble Partnership is proposing a
ferry system across Lake Iliama, it's incunbent on
them it's incunbent on this process to understand the
potential inpacts to those locally breedi ng sal non, as
well as all of the salmon within that Lake Iliama
wat ershed, that transit the snolt out, that grow as
fry within the | ake, and that return as adult sal non
to their Native spawni ng areas.

' m al so concerned about the potenti al
i npacts of disturbance and use of the proposed road.

Al nost no data exists, or | have not found access to
that data with regard to the access to the terrestrial
environnent, to the river and stream environnents, and
to Lake Iliama itself.

In that regard, |I'm concerned about the
potential inpacts of fugitive dust, fugitive dust that
may eventually be conposed of mnerals that are found
wi thin the Pebbl e deposit when distributed over the 80
or 90 mles of new proposed roadway, across sal non

streans and ot her habitats, has the potential to not
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only reduce the photosynthesis of the plants in the
area, but also corrupt and pollute the freshwater
systemw th copper and other minerals that will affect

sal nron, salnon fry, and their reproductive success.

' m al so concerned about the | ocation,
construction, and use of the proposed harbor and port
facilities, the docking facilities. |I'm concerned
about the proximty to the bear view ng area
mai nt ai ned and operated by the State of Al aska.

I ' m concerned about the econom c i npact
to tourism to bear biology and health, to bear
reproductive success, to distribution and feedi ng
patterns within the bears.

' m al so concerned about the econom c
i mpacts to the bear viewing industry and to tourismin
general in the Bristol Bay region, and especially in
Honer where we are today.

The Honer summer tourism econony is
becom ng nore and nore dependant on bear view ng
tourism and any inpacts fromthe mne and fromthe
mne's infrastructure are of concern.

| ' m concerned about the seismc
vulnerabilities of the entire system especially the
proposed cross-Cook-Inlet-pipeline that woul d

origi nate near Anchor Point and end in a place that
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woul d afford the devel opnent of the mne. | think
it's extrenely unwi se to develop a pipeline in that

| ocation. And that the potential inpacts of seisnic
determ nants to that pipeline should be eval uated as
a -- even a natural gas spill in that |ocation would
be difficult to quickly respond to and coul d pose

envi ronnental inpacts throughout the entire Cook Inlet
region. Those inpacts should be explored and --
identified and expl ored.

I ' m concerned about invasive species and
t he introduction of new species into the Cook Inl et
wat er shed, especially species including the green crab
and ot her invertebrates that have the potential to
I mpact the region's fisheries, the region's intertidal
bi ol ogi cal communities, and nost inportantly the
mariculture industry that's devel oped w t hi n Kachenak
Bay and surrounds.

Overall, | think the public process is
frustrating in that the Environmental Protection
Agency, at the behest of local tribes and comrerci al
fishing industries, have studied this situation and
anal yzed the potential inpacts of this Pebble M ne.

Thi s proposed m ne, while, quote,
small er than the original mne that was suggested to

the Securities Exchange Conmm ssion and never
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delineated, this mne still exceeds the footprint and
I npact of the EPA's final determ nation as the
definition of mne that would be all owed or woul d be
permtted within the region.

| urge the EPA to intervene with their
authority through the C ean Water Act 404(c) permt
process and to circunvent the devel opnent of the m ne.
That's probably enough.

(Proceedi ngs concluded at 7:45 p.m)
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