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Pebble Watch 2011-2012



• Impartial, educational and fact-based resource to share 
information about the proposed Pebble project with 
BBNC shareholders

• Does not integrate or interpret data
• Helps readers better understand data by providing 

summaries and context:
– Why is data being collected?
– How may data be used in permitting?
– How do agencies use these data?

What is Pebble Watch?



Communication-based initiative and resource:
• In-person meetings/visits – As scheduled and on 

request
• Print newsletter – mailed to shareholders
• Website – www. PebbleWatch.com
• Science team – Scientists, science communicators  

and permitting specialist research and address 
questions

What is Pebble Watch?



FIRST, SOME BACKGROUND…

Proposed Pebble Project



Project Location



National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA): 
• Is triggered by major federal actions (in this case: 

submittal of Section 404 Permit application to the US 
Army Corps of Engineers® (USACE).

• Requires an Environmental Assessment (EA) 
and/or (most likely) Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS).

• Will be the major driver behind Pebble permitting.

Review: What is NEPA?



Study Reports:
20 Study Reports will be incorporated into the final EIS.
• The EIS will be based on the information in these study 

reports.
PLP has so far released 14 Study Reports.
• No new reports released since 2009
• Highly anticipated fisheries and wetlands reports/data 

have not yet been released.

Pebble Project Status Update



As of March 2011:
• No permit applications or project plan filed.
• PLP has publicly named 2011 for permitting.
• EPA oversight of Clean Water Act wastewater permitting 

& enforcement for mines turned over to the State in 
November 2010 (as anticipated).

• 404c-related EPA announcement begins long process.
• BBNC continues to keep Board Members and 

shareholders informed through Pebble Watch.

Pebble Project Status Update



Pebble Watch:
• Team summarizes the reports into “bite size” pieces.
• Each Pebble Watch newsletter focuses on a report or logical 

grouping of reports.
• Newsletters do not integrate the data; the EIS will do that.

Goals : Give shareholders easier access to the reports and  
data, help them understand what these say, and how they 
will be used. 

Communicating Study Reports



Publication plan, 2011:
F Groundwater & Surface Water 

Quality – Q1, 2011 (In Progress for 
Jan.)

C Surficial Geology*
B Surface Water Hydrology*
D Groundwater Hydrology* – Q1, 

2011
N Terrestrial and Wildlife Habitat –

Q2, 2011

H Aquatic Macroinvertebrates and 
Periphyton* 

I Marine Nearshore Habitat*
J Marine Nearshore Fish and Benthic 

Invertebrates* – Q3, 2011
L Iliamna Lake Studies – Q3, 2011
K Noise* – Q4, 2011
M Visual Resources* – Q4, 2011

(*multiple topics in one issue)

Study Reports in Pebble Watch



• Three newsletters published 
(Meteorology, Trace Elements, special 
8-page issue on Surface Water & 
Groundwater Quality)

• Next issue: hydrology

• Website online since December 2010, 
updated twice weekly

• Community visits

• Complements BBNC Responsible 
Development ad campaign & video

Pebble Watch activitiesPebble Watch Pebble Watch activitiesactivities

(Meteorology, Trace Elements, special 

Website online since December 2010, 



Pebble Watch Timeline (update)

Permitting

2011 2013 2014 2015 2016 20172012
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Contact Information

Tiel Smith
BBNC Land Department
(907) 278-3602 
tsmith@bbnc.net

Francisca Demoski
BBNC Land Department
(907) 265-7827 
fdemoski@bbnc.net



Website Information

www.pebblewatch.com

www.bbnc.net

(Our Land)




